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Soon after I was Installed as Provincial Grand Master in
June 2008 I asked Worshipful Brother Stewart Oxborough
to be primarily responsible for the launch of a new Provin-
cial magazine.  This resulted in the publication of ‘Masonic
Lincs’.  Since then with the assistance of others he has been
responsible for its regular publication.  He has displayed
great skill and invention particularly with regard to the 
contents of the magazine.  

Worshipful Brother Oxborough has now decided to retire
from his role with the magazine. I shall always be very
grateful to him for undertaking this duty tirelessly on behalf
of the Province, and I am very happy to take this opportu-
nity to thank him publicly for all the hard and efficient work
carried out by him.

Liaison between contributors, advertisers, designers, 
printers and distributors has been placed in the hands of a
group of Brethren led by Worshipful Brother Richard Garn,
who is steering us through this process of change.  With
support from the new team I have every confidence in him
to deliver the right kind of publication for us.  There is 
certainly a great deal of good news to share in this our 
Tercentenary year, which I am sure you will enjoy  reading
in the pages which follow. 

Please remember this publication is yours, and you are 
welcome to offer contributions to it.  I have no doubt that
Richard and his colleagues will welcome them all.  Their
contact details are shown on the left.  Brethren without 
access to email can write to them c/o the Provincial Office,
the address of which is also there.  

Furthermore, when you have finished reading this edition,
don’t forget that others might like to enjoy its content too.
Perhaps your Lodge Almoner might like to share it with
Lodge widows, or it could be used to help a potential Initiate
with the decision about joining our fraternity.  We have
many positive stories to tell, and Masonic Lincs is the 
perfect place to share them. 

Graham Ives
Rt W Bro Graham Ives

Provincial Grand Master

2 December 2017MASONICLINCS

The ME First Grand Principal HRH the Duke of Kent presided at 
the Supreme Grand Chapter Convocation in early November, and 
conferred honours on two companions from Lincolnshire. E Comp Barry
Harriman from Bourne received his first appointment to the rank of
PGStdB, and E Comp Richard Garn, the Provincial Charity Steward for
the Royal Arch in Lincolnshire, was promoted to PAGSoj.

HRH Duke of Kent presides as two Lincolnshire 
companions receive Grand Chapter honours
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News that her organisation was going to be given £15,000
from the Masonic Charitable Foundation reduced Pat
Ebbs to tears. 
“Words can’t explain what this means to us. No-one has even
done anything like this for us before, and saying thank you
just doesn’t seem to be enough,” she told Provincial Grand
Master Graham Ives when he went to Scunthorpe to make a
formal presentation of the funds given to Magic Moments for
Autisic Kids.
Pat is the driving force behind the charity, and knows better
than most about life in families with autistic children – she has
seven grandchildren suffering from it. 
The money is the largest single donation ever made to the
group, which has the objective of preventing sufferers of
autism from feeling isolated, of training them, and giving
them life experiences. 
Pat said the donation was a colossal sum of money, and
would make a significant difference to the families
helped by the charity – which itself has been awarded
an MBE. All of the money will be spent on 
providing experiences for the children, which will
include a sledging trip to Xscape near Castleford,
and possibly a holiday in Wales at a venue 
specialising in holidays for disabled children.
Six Lincolnshire charities have benefited from
Lincolnshire’s Community Awards after 
unprecedented public involvement with al-
most 178,000 votes cast across England

and Wales, 87% of which came from non-masons.
The Community Awards are a major part of Freemasonry’s
300th anniversary celebrations. The Masonic Charitable Foun-
dation is distributing £3m to 300 charities across the country,
with the public vote having decided on the range of Awards,
from £4,000 to £25,000. 
The Lincolnshire charities have been presented with their
Awards by Provincial Grand Master Graham Ives. 
The fund is being administered by the Masonic Charitable
Foundation, which obtains all of its funding from Freemasons,
their families and friends. It is estimated that half of Freema-
sonry’s total charitable expenditure of over £33m goes to 
charities that help people in communities across the country.
Graham Ives said: “It was uplifting to hear the stories of the
people who have been helped by these donations. Volunteers
work so hard, often without expectation of thanks. To be able
to provide the wherewithal for them to make an even more 
effective contribution is the perfect way to celebrate three 
hundred years of Freemasonry. 
“We’ve been active in charity work for all of Freemasonry’s
300 years, but this is the first occasion we’ve asked the public
to help us decide how to spend our money. We are very
pleased that so many people from Lincolnshire took part in the
vote.”
This picture: Hykeham Sailability, which brings the joys of
sailing to people with disabilities, was awarded £25,000.
Overleaf:More donation pictures, and how the votes were
cast.

tears of joy greet
£15,000 donation
‘Words can’t explain what this means to us,”
says Grandma who champions Autistic children

Life 
experiences 
Magic Moments for 
Autisic Kids: £15,000
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e fleet’s in:
Donation will
enhance 
the sailing 
experience
Hykeham Sailability: £25,000 

As well as the £25,000 donation,
the largest in the Province, Rt. W.
Bro. Graham Ives was also able
to present Hykeham Sailability
with a Glass Trophy to commem-
orate the event. 
Chairman Howard Nelson  
received the award on behalf of
the club, and said its members
were very grateful to receive
such a large amount. He said it
would enable them to enlarge the
pontoon docking area for their
Trimaran with direct disabled 
access, as well as purchase a new
safety boat and other much-
needed equipment.
Hykeham Sailability has Royal
Yachting Aassociation qualified 
Instructors who can teach dis-
abled children and adults to give
them the confidence to sail by
themselves. There is a pontoon
hoist to assist wheelchair users in
and out of the boats. 
Among the many boats the Club
has access dinghies especially
designed for people with disabili-
ties which can take either one or
two people,  and also a Chal-
lenger boat which is a very fast
trimaran.

Centre offers
space to see
friends and
socialise
Alford Day Centre: £6,000

The Alford Day Centre provides a place for elderly people to meet and socialise, they
also provide a home cooked two course lunch and each week they do quizzes, sing-a-
longs to live music, craft activities, or just talk, all the activities they do are designed
to encourage memories, promote well being and prevent social exclusion. 
They also have young people from Alford Grammar School who come at various
times and sit and chat with the members. Alford Day Centre aims are to offer a safe
friendly place for people to come and relax, for many it is the only time they get out
and meet people all week. Members of Hamilton Lodge attended the event alongside
the PGM, and were impressed by the amount of activities. 

Help for those
who suffer
Boston Women’s Aid: £4,000

The work delivered by Boston
Women’s Aid through SoLDAS,
the South Lincolnshire Domes-
tic Abuse Service, is about help-
ing families who are victims of
domestic abuse. Chairman Will Herbert said: “This grant will make a real differ-
ence to our work. We intend to use it mainly in our work with male victims of
abuse. Of every seven victims in the UK, three will be male. We work with both
male and female victims and their families, and the MCF recognised that this sits
well with their objectives. On behalf of my fellow Trustees I would like to thank
everyone who voted for Boston Women’s Aid earlier in the summer.”
In the picture are, from left, Bro Andrew Gedney, of Franklin Lodge, Boston; 
Rt W Bro Graham Ives, Will Herbert, Chairman of Boston Women’s Aid, 
and W Bro Chris Bradley, Officer of the United Grand Lodge of England.
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Secure for 
another year
Isle of Axholme Physically 
Disabled Club: £4,000

Even though the £4,000 donation given
to the Isle of Axholme Physically 
Disabled Club near Scunthorpe was
one of the smaller donations, it will
still make a significant difference to
the Club, since it will cover a year’s
running costs which would otherwise
have to be met by fundraising efforts.
The Club meets twice a month, when
volunteers provide lunches for up to
40 members.

Community Awards made to
charities in the Province of 
Lincolnshire were:

Hykeham Sailability 
North Hykeham, Lincoln:  £25,000 
Magic Moments for Autistic Kids,
Scunthorpe: £15,000 
Alford Day Centre: £6,000 
Boston Women’s Aid: £4,000 
Isle of Axholme Physically 
Handicapped Society, 
Epworth: £4,000 
Grantham and District 
Poverty Action Group:
£4,000 
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Carers get a break of their own by the seaside
More than 30 carers will be able to take
a break next year, thanks to a £2,000
grant from the MCF to the Respite Asso-
ciation, which will pay for the annual
rent of a caravan at Richmond Holiday
Centre at Skegness.
The caravan will be used by families of

mentally and physically disabled chil-
dren and spouses of people with various
forms of dementia. While alternative
short-term care is arranged, the carer can
have a well-earned and much-needed
resr beside the sea.
Provincial Grand Master Rt. W. Bro

Graham Ives said: “We’re really pleased
to be able to help the Respite Associa-
tion with its wonderful work in the com-
munity. 
“Carers are often forgotten by the rest of
us, and Respite gives them the opportu-
nity to take a well-earned rest.”
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“
More than 1,000 Lincolnshire Freemasons, their families
and friends gathered in Lincoln Cathedral for a unique
service. Wearing Masonic regalia and parading in the
iconic building for the first time, we were marking the
300th anniversary of the formation of the United Grand
Lodge of England at a service conducted by the Dean 
of Lincoln the Venerable Christine Wilson and the 
Provincial Grand Chaplain of Lincolnshire, the W Bro 
the Rev John Spriggs.
Also attending the service were the Provincial Grand 
Master Graham Ives with the Lord Lieutenant Mr Toby
Dennis and County Council leader Martin Hill. Unable 
to be present was the Rt W. Pro Grand Master Peter
Lowndes, who had been struck down by illness only days
before. Extracts from the text of W Bro Spriggs’ text 
feature on the facing page.

Provincial Grand Chaplian uses
his Cathedral address to reflect
on how today’s Freemasonry is
different from its 18th-century 
origins – and how it is also the
same...

e 300-yearjourney
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“
After the anticipation and excitement,
hard work and meticulous planning, the
big day finally arrived, W Bro the Rev
John Spriggs said at the Cathedral 
Service at the end of September. This is
the text of his address...

Because English Freemasonry is 300
years old this year we are all gathered
today in this beautiful, venerable and
sacred place. It is wonderful to see so
many assembled here today – but, at the
risk of asking the obvious, just why are
we here? What are we in fact doing?
Let’s start with Freemasonry. When a
candidate becomes a Freemason he is
told, in that quaint language of the eigh-
teenth and early nineteenth century, that
Freemasonry is, “a peculiar system of
morality, veiled in allegory and illus-
trated by symbols”. This is all very
praiseworthy but what does it actually
mean? 

Freemasonry in modern English
Let me attempt to give you a translation
into more modern English. How about,
“Freemasonry is a special approach to
right and wrong, wrapped up in stories
and explained by using things that point
to the truth”? All well and good, but it is
the word ‘symbol’ that is the really diffi-
cult one to translate; things that stand for
something else, substitute ideas, repre-
sentations, tokens, things that point us to
the truth. Yet, however you translate the
word, symbols remain important. 
Also, to be a Mason you have to 
acknowledge a Supreme Being. Today
Craft Masonry has members from sev-
eral different faiths, each with their own
particular holy book. 300 years ago this
was hardly the case. The Establishment
was Christian, Anglican and pretty 
inflexible, and Masonic ritual derived
directly from the Church of England
liturgy, which was based on the 1662
Book of Common Prayer. Indeed Chap-
ter ritual still starts off with the Collect
for Purity lifted word for word from the
Book of Common Prayer. That gave the
structure for those little moral plays that
we act out in our ritual. They are full of
symbols. Of course the biggest symbol
today is that we have gathered in this
Cathedral to show that we put God first.

Climate of thought
Back in 1717 the climate of thought
very rigid but it was beginning to
change. The Enlightenment was afoot
and there was a new intellectual 

approach. There were minds like that of
our own Isaac Newton (a Lincolnshire
farmer’s son who went to school in
Grantham). He was one of the leaders 
of the new thinking. He specialised in
natural philosophy – what we now call
science. 

Fear of change
At the same time you must also 
understand that there was a constant 
historical background of fear of change
and fear of new ideas. ‘Order’ in life and
society was of prime importance.
Change had to be avoided to prevent
‘chaos’ and for this reason many sought
at all costs to stop any form of change.
Only 68 years earlier new thinking had
led to the beheading of King Charles 1
and indeed the opposers of change
would have felt further vindicated when
later in the century change led first to
the loss of a colony across the Atlantic
and, shortly after, to revolution in
France and the guillotining of the King
Louis. Yet despite these apparent disas-
ters the liberal intellectual movement
grew and spread and finally it actually
reached Lincolnshire. Don’t forget it
took a good four days to travel by coach
from London to Lincoln; and then it
took another seventy five years before
the first Provincial Grand Lodge of Lin-
colnshire was formed. Of course in
those very early days masonry here was
probably little more than a Gentleman’s
Club for those who aspired to consort
with the aristocracy in what was a
highly stratified society. But Masonry
was established here in the eighteenth
century and it did promote Christian val-
ues in a manifestly dissolute world.
We dwellers in Lincolnshire – we call
ourselves ‘Yellowbellies’ – have worked

hard over the three centuries to create a
proud tradition of charity and service to
others. 

Our values remian important
The values of Masonry and especially 
of brotherly love, relief and truth were
important then and are important now
and should be indivisible from the 
values of a Christian life. Freemasonry
is not in itself a religion nor a substitute
for religion; on the contrary it is a sup-
porter of religion. It expects all its mem-
bers to adhere to the teachings of their
own faith, and only those who profess a
faith in God and seek to live by spiritual
standards can become Masons.  It is
clearly an adjunct – a support to faith –
and NOT, I repeat NOT, a substitute! 
Today, as I said, we are expressing our
faith by this symbol of coming here to
the Cathedral.

Sacred books of many faiths
Masons, of course, make a lot of the
Bible. They call it the Volume of the 
Sacred Law. In my experience masons
usually talk about it much more than
they actually read it – but that is another
discussion. We start with the obligatory
King James Authorised Version and
nowadays there are other sacred books
open in our Lodges for non-Christians;
the Koran, Torah, Granth Sahib for 
Muslims, Jews, and Sikhs respectively,
and so on. But Masonry did start out as
only Christian, certainly at the beginning
of the eighteenth century.

King Solomon and the Temple
In the Old Testament passage we hear
the account of what King Solomon 
did immediately after he had built, 

continued overleaf

From left: Dean’s Verger Mr John Campbell, Mrs Sarah Dennis, Toby Dennis,
Lord Lieutenant of Lincolnshire; PGM Rt. W. Bro. Graham Ives, Mrs Janet
Ives; Mrs Janice Hill, Coun Martin Hill, Leader of Lincolnshire County 
Council; Deputy PGM V. W. Bro John Hockin.
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from previous page
completed and dedicated the Temple at
Jerusalem to God’s service to cement
the relationship between God and the
people of Israel. He blessed the people
and praised God for the Covenant (the
binding Agreement) between them. The
Temple was built for the worship of
God and a place to house the Ark of the
Covenant. This clearly implies a rela-
tionship through rules; for masons there
is in this a symbol of obedience to their
oaths, their Solemn Obligations and to a
disciplined moral life.
In the New Testament, St Peter exhorts
us to a life of devotion to Christ by
serving others. This implies a relation-
ship with God through his Son. For ma-
sons it gives us a symbol of sacrifice
through a disciplined moral life of ser-
vice to the community and to one’s
neighbour.
You might, of course, expect a school-
master to say it, but you have all done
the right thing by coming here, by re-
flecting on the 300-year history of the
Craft and by offering it all, symboli-
cally, to God. 

A long distance travelled
And what a long way Freemasonry has
come in those three centuries. There are
many theories about the origins of
Freemasonry but the truth seems to be is
lost in the mists of time. What we know
is that three hundred years ago, four
London Lodges of non-operative or
speculative Masons formed the first
Grand Lodge.  
From that small beginning, Freema-
sonry has grown and spread throughout
the world.  We have our detractors, of
course – what organisation doesn’t! –
but as Freemasons we are justly proud
of our Craft and all it achieves in the
lives of its members and their families,

and in the wider community. It was to
be expected that it did not always run
smoothly. For instance Masonry had to
adopt an underground culture during the
Second World War. Certainly in my fa-
ther’s generation it was kept very quiet.
You did not join; you had to be invited
and you never spoke of your allegiance
in public. That was the ethos. Actually it
was never a secret society but it cer-
tainly was a secretive society. It is now
mercifully emerging and becoming
much more open; a society with secret
passwords.
And we should never be reluctant to tell
everyone that Freemasonry is a charity
second only in size – I say it again - sec-
ond only in size to the National Lottery.
What is more it gets its funds only from
its own members but distributes them
outside the Craft as well.

Uninfluenced by caricature
To those who know Freemasonry for
what it really is and what it really does
and are not influenced by the caricatures
of which some elements of the media
are so fond, there is so much to cele-
brate. Caricatures? Take the example of
television’s portrayal of Inspector
George Gently’s sergeant who decided
to walk in off the street and join the Ma-
sons that evening without telling his
wife – I don’t think so! But, that aside,
there really is so much for which we can
be grateful and in which we can take
quiet pride.
In a months’ time our Tercentenary year
reaches its climax when we gather in
The Royal Albert Hall celebrating all
that Freemasonry has achieved in those
three hundred years, and rededicating
ourselves to the task of continuing its
great work in the certain knowledge that
God will bless our Craft in the future as
he most assuredly has in the past.

So far so good. It is a cele-
bration – so enjoy it; let’s
keep up the good work. 

What is certain...
What is certain is that if we
stick to masonic principles,
if we ask for God’s help
and if we go forward in his
strength and not in our
own, then there is no rea-
son why we should not
flourish for another three
centuries. Amen

Pictures: Jon Hollis

Above: Provincial 
Charity Steward W.
Bro. Bruce Goodman
photobombs Provincial
team members. 
Right: Provincial DC
W. Bro. Noel Fisher 
explains the sequence
of events.
Below: Assistant PGMs
enter in procession.
Foot of page: Deputy
PGM the V. W. Bro
John Hockin enters the
Cathedral.

Horncastle-based Bolingbroke Castle Lodge 8173 celebrated its fiftieth anniversary 
in style with the dedication of new Working Tools, Gavels and a Volume of the Sacred
Law followed by a special presentation by the Daggards, who presented a period
piece from 1768.
The PGM Rt W Bro Graham Ives dedicated a set of Working Tools for all the Three
Degrees, (which had been paid for by the Brethren of the Lodge), three Gavels (do-
nated by W Bro Alan Mawer) and the Volume of the Sacred Law (donated by W Bro
Dr. J I Mcfeeters) to mark the occasion. Having a reduced team, the PGM asked W
Bro Robert Smith, PJGD, to act as the Provincial Grand Secretary.
The Daggards team from Hull was led by W Bro Eddie Wildman PGOrg, who took the
part of a Secretary, W Bro David Terry ProvSGW, acting as Senior Grand Warden, Bro
Mike Noble, acting as Rt WM and W Bro. Neil Armstrong PProvGStwd, who provided
sound effects.

Bolingbroke Castle celebrates 50 years in style 
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Steve Harrison’s arms ached the day after a Lincolnshire
Masonic Social Committee trip to the Santoft Trolleybus
Museum – but that’s hardly surprising, because he’d been
the driver of a double decker bus older than his passen-
gers!
Steve, the link man for Ashlar Lodge 5219, was at the wheel
of a 1945 Daimler that used to earn its living carrying resi-
dents of Northampton. He left the Lincoln Masonic Cen-
tre with 42 passengers aboard, and they were soon all
enjoying air-conditioning 1945-style – by having the
windows open.
All of the passengers paid a fare of £1 for an old penny,
allowing for a donation to Teddies for Loving Care.
Steve took the bus along the easy route; up the A15, then
the M180 and finally through the village of Belton be-
fore reaching Sandtoft. He takes up the story…
“Frogmarching everyone into the ‘Regal’ Cinema I gave
a briefing about the Museum; its history, the vehicles,
where to go and what to see, and so as not to run the risk
of boring some, everyone was then let loose with the
warning the trolleybuses are virtually silent, so they’d
better take care!
“The café took a good hammering throughout the day,
and the off-site bus trip was done twice, using our dou-
ble decker with a full complement of 56 aboard.
“Everyone went all over the site, and enjoyed the nostal-
gia of a trip back to the Sixties. Various exhibitions are
to be seen – including one about Radio Caroline, and the

1950s prefab caused lots of interest. A variety of trolleybuses
ran throughout the day, and most of our entourage enjoyed rid-
ing on them. Some had repeat journeys, remembering the
‘good old days’. The spectacle of a ‘de-wirement provided
much amusement – but this was, or course, par for the course
back in the day. The return trip landed back just after 6pm, and
everyone had a very good day!”
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Lincolnshire’s Social Committee
tries out bygone buses at the
Sandtoft Trolleybus Museum

Any more 
fares, please?
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The Bicentenary Lodge of Installed Masters meeting at
Grantham welcomed representatives from the
Metropolitan Grand Chapter demonstration team 
‘Talking Heads’.
The Lodge was honoured by the presence of the Rt 
Worshipful Provincial Grand Master and Grand Super-
intendent Graham Ives, together with the Provincial
team.
A capacity attendance of members and visitors from
across the Province enjoyed a most interesting presen-
tation about the Holy Royal Arch, it’s history, symbolism

and relevance as the completion of the journey through
pure antient masonry. There followed a lengthy Q&A
session after which the brethren showed their appreci-
ation with hearty applause.
A copy of the script to the ‘Talking Heads’ playlet was
afterwards presented to the Provincial Grand Master by
the Metropolitan team to enable a demonstration team
to be established in Lincolnshire.
The brethren subsequently enjoyed a splendid festive
board during which time gifts of local produce were
presented to the Metropolitan visitors.

Bicentenary Lodge welcomes talking Heads team

Boston gives Blues C    
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Pete Adams’ love of engineering and design
has led him to launch a new business in re-
tirement.
A couple of years ago Pete, a PM of Pharos
Lodge 6450, was looking inside an Avro
Shackleton aircraft at Newark Air Museum
and was interested by the crew workstation
lamps.  He said: “I was really impressed by
the design - simple, strong but lightweight.
Form elegantly followed function.”
This interest developed and he now collects
and restores all kinds of vintage aircraft
workstation lamps.  He said: “Some are very
rare and go back to the glamourous inter-
war flying boat era. Spares are either scarce
or non-existent, and I am in the process of
replicating many rare items.  
“Along the way, I have made contact with
many different organisations and aircraft en-
thusiasts and now seem to be regarded as
something of a specialist in this niche area.
For instance, a major film studio commis-
sioned me to make some replica Navigator
lamps for a release scheduled for 2018.
“For me, it’s vital that history is preserved,
and I prefer working items to inert displays
in cabinets. These elegant lamps can be re-
deployed in a domestic or office setting and
it’s interesting to speculate where they trav-
elled and what they encountered in their for-
mer lives.
“Perhaps, subconsciously, I’ve drifted into a
hobby that will be easier to manhandle than
big lumps of motorbike and car when I get
older.” So that’s Light Work in its most lit-
eral sense, then. Pete seems to have taken
his Lodge’s banner seriously when it says:
“Let Your Light So Shine Before Men That
They May See Your Good Works”.  Pete’s
website is Retro3a.com  

Retirement business 
shines a light 
on Pete’s life-long
love of engineering

  s Clubs a flying start
Brethren from all four craft lodges in
Boston have attended the very first
meeting to form a Light Blue Club
committee for our Province. 
Although the speeches had to compete
with the local football club’s firework
display during the meeting led by W.
Bro. Gary Cadle, a committee was
formed. All committee members are
below Provincial rank and include a
brother who had taken his Second De-
gree just two days previously, as well as
many Master Masons who have not yet
been through the chair of their Lodge. 
The meeting followed the formation of
Lincolnshire’s Light Blue Focus group
by the Provincial Grand Master, over-
seen by the Deputy Provincial Grand
Master. The group will help to set up
similar Clubs in the Province wherever
there is a need – and there
has already been interest from brethren
across the Province. It is envisaged that
although each club will be run sepa-
rately, they will work under the Lin-
colnshire Light Blue Club Banner so
that a member of one club will be able
to attend events organised by any other
club. 
Many events will comprise of casual
social activities which will be open to

anyone (masons, non-masons, partners
and families) when invited by a mem-
ber. 
The network of clubs will work under
the DARE initiative, to Develop, At-
tract, Retain and Encourage, and it is
predicted that through the social and
Masonic activities organised, brethren
and non-masons from across Lin-
colnshire will meet and enjoy compan-
ionship in a variety of ways. 
W. Bro. Cadle said: “It really has been
encouraging to see Brethren from
across Boston coming together so en-
thusiastically with the aim of increasing
their Masonic knowledge and social cir-
cle. We have some great ideas for
events and activities which we will be
publicising across the Province soon. It
would be great if we can work with
other similar groups in Lincolnshire.
We have already met with members of
Light Blue Clubs from Warwickshire,
London, Essex and Wales.”
Following the meeting, and as an indi-
cation of the social spirit of the new
club, many members went for a meal at
a local Indian restaurant. 
Anyone interested in forming a club is
invited to get in touch with an email to
lincolnshiredare@gmail.com. 
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Excellent Companion Russell Race,
the Second Grand Principal, was the
guest at the Geoffrey Cooper Chapter
of Installed First Principals when it
met at Grantham in September.
E Comp. Race spoke in a relaxed and
friendly manner to a capacity audience
including Grand Superintendent Graham
Ives and his Provincial team.
He outlined his thoughts on the state of
Freemasonry today, and the future of the
Order of the Holy Royal Arch in particu-
lar.
He said: “Companions, all of us in this
room are experienced masons who are –
or should be – dedicated to furthering
the success of our very special order; to
cherish the things which we value about
our masonry, which may not always be
easy to put into words, but are very real
nonetheless.
“So what is freemasonry all about? A
question you have no doubt asked your-
selves from time to time, and one which
is certainly posed to us by family and
friends who do not happen to be in the
Craft. The recent series of television
programmes on Sky will I hope have
gone a little way to help answer some of
those questions, and shown masonry in a
very human light. 
The powers that be in Grand Lodge
thought long and hard before sanction-
ing the making of the series, knowing as
we did that we would – rightly – have
no editorial control; and of course, the
greatly raised profile which television
gives, compared with the printed media,
can have downsides as well as positive
potential. In the event, I hope you all
feel that it was a very worthwhile exer-
cise, but we cannot sit back and assume
that the immediate post screening inter-
est will flow through into increased
membership without any effort on our
part. It is just the start.
“You may wonder why I am giving so
much initial emphasis in a Royal Arch
meeting to the need to strengthen Craft
membership, but in reality, the two go
hand in hand, for it is from vibrant and

growing Craft lodges that we are likely
to engender vibrant and growing RA
chapters, which is what we are all aim-
ing for.
“For the Royal Arch itself, recruitment
should be easier than in the Craft, be-
cause you are approaching those already
committed to the concept and values of
freemasonry, and you are offering them
the opportunity to widen and deepen that
experience. An experience which has, I
trust, already been a pleasurable one for
them. 
And it is here that we encounter the first
possible pitfall – if the potential candi-
date for the Royal Arch has not been
primed to expect the approach when he
was interviewed ahead of his initiation. 
“We are used to the concept of Masonry
being described as a journey, and if you
are undertaking a journey an element of
planning and checking your route is es-
sential if you to avoid finishing up in a
cul de sac. I would suggest that a good
starting point is to indicate to the candi-

date for masonry that he is about to em-
bark on an exciting four stage journey.
When he takes that final step is very
much down to personal circumstances,
but he should be left in no doubt that
missing that step will leave his experi-
ence diminished and incomplete.
“The second area of potential difficulty
relates to the type of experience the
Craft mason has had during his time in
his lodge. If he has been left to largely
fend for himself, without that guidance
which can explain the confusing and as-
sess the right time for him to progress in
office, he may have become somewhat
disillusioned – and be therefore very
much less amenable to the attractions of
exaltation. 
“So, in summary, prepare Craft candi-
dates well in advance for the pleasures
yet to come in the Royal Arch, and once
they have been initiated ensure that their
Craft experience is such as to encourage
them to explore pastures new in the
Royal Arch.”

Surprise leaves Bob speechless – for once 
Bob Smith was taken completely by surprise at the 
Geoffrey Cooper Chapter meeting when the Most 
Excellent Grand Superintendent Graham Ives invested
him with the rank of Past Provincial Grand Scribe 
Nehemiah of Lincolnshire – and, for once, Excellent
Companion Smith was lost for words...

Second Grand Principal outlines 
his view of Chapter recruitment

Chapter needs a
foundation – and
that’s in the Craft
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Planning is now well in hand for the
Mark Benevolent Fund’s 150th An-
niversary Banquet, which takes place
on Saturday 7th July next year.
It’s a showpiece event takes place
at the Lincolnshire Show-
ground’s Events Centre,
and will culminate with
the announcement of the
final total raised for the
Lincolnshire 2018 MBF
Festival.
The Festival President, Rt W
Brother Revd Trevor John Walker
G.M.R.A.C., (Honoris Causa) is looking
forward to a wonderful event celebrating
both the Mark Benevolent Fund 150th
anniversary and the happiness of Lin-
colnshire Mark Masons. 
Whilst it may seem a long way away,
tickets for the banquet have been selling
fast with bookings received from both
Lincolnshire Mark Masons and other
Provinces countrywide. 
W. Brother Dave Wheeler, the 
Lincolnshire Festival Chairman, said:
“Although I am delighted with the 
support our Festival Banquet is receiv-
ing, I am also slightly concerned that,
unless bookings are made early for the
banquet meal, some people who would
like to come along may be disappointed.
The level of interest has been tremen-
dous with over 300 hotel rooms being
made available in Lincoln, many of
which have already been booked. There
is a limit on how many we can accom-
modate for the banquet, so it’s very
much 
a case of ‘first come, first served’. Once
the banquet is fully booked there will 
be a reserve list, but I wouldn’t want
anyone to miss out.”
Full booking forms, including details of
a unique day trip available on Saturday
7th July 2018, can be found on the 
Lincolnshire Mark website.
The website (address right) is full of
news about the activities that are taking

place to support the Festival plus
other very useful information
about the Mark Masons de-
gree. “Please have a look on
the site, you won’t be disap-

pointed!,” says W Bro
Wheeler.
The Mark Benevo-
lent Fund came
into existence in
1868 on the sug-
gestion of the Rev.

George Raymond
Portal, Grand Master of
the Mark. His views on
charity were far more radical and pro-
gressive than the general thinking of the
time. He felt that for charity to be effec-
tive it had to be disbursed swiftly, and
without the bureaucratic formalities of
other Masonic charities. To him it was
wrong for there to be any delay in pro-
viding assistance to those in need. His
own Latin tag “Bis dat qui cito dat” – he
gives twice who gives promptly – be-
came, and still is, the principal guideline
of the MBF. 
The Fund has disbursed many millions
to individual petitioners, and an even
greater sum in grants to charities within
the wider community. A major grant of
£1.6m has been made to the RNLI  fund
a new life boat, Addenbrooke’s Hospital
Trust received over £2m for machines to
help in the diagnosis of prostate cancer,
and a pledge of £2.6m has been made to
Hope for Tomorrow Cancer Charity to
buy mobile chemotherapy units through-
out the UK – and the  Lincolnshire unit
is the first of these. The MBF also sup-
ports many other charities and worthy

causes across the UK. 
A variety of creative fundraising initia-
tives have been held so far by Lin-
colnshire Mark Masons including
sponsored cycle rides, motor cycle rides,
runs, walks and rowing events, BBQs,
coffee mornings, a summer fair, wine
tasting nights, race nights, ‘Last Night of
the Proms’ evenings, organ concerts, a
model railway exhibition, quiz nights,
raffles and a used stamp collection.
There have also been sales of pens, joke
books and other merchandise, plus
Provincial ties, that have gone extremely
well. 
W Bro Wheeler added: “One of the most
successful ideas for raising funds to-
wards the Festival has been the introduc-
tion of a Prize Draw which, on current
figures, hopes to raise £50,000 for the
Festival whilst paying out substantial
cash prizes to the lucky winners!”  

The Mark website is at: 
www.markmmlincs.org.uk or contact
Dave Wheeler on 07771 657449.

Don’t miss the Mark
Banquet boat!
Even though it’s not until July next year,
event planning is well advanced

Rt W Brother Revd Trevor John Walker

Almost 130 ladies and brethren were at Hemswell Court near Gainsbor-
ough for the Lincolnshire Masonic Social Committee Sunday Lunch.
This was the second visit by the committee to the venue, and there was
overwhelming agreement about how much pleasure the lunch had pro-
vided for so many from all over the Province.Next year’s event will be at
the same venue, on Sunday June 10th. 

Sunday lunch brings the Province together
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The elegant, cool and impressive might of
Boston Stump – St Botolph’s, to give it a
more correct name – provided a stunning
backdrop for almost 450 people to attend
the Tercentenary Celebration music con-
cert.
The ‘cast’ numbered more than 100, with
65 select musicians of the Lincolnshire
Youth Wind Orchestra, 25 of their alumni,
and 40 choristers of the Boston Youth Pop
Choir.
The orchestra was expertly led by W Bro
David Dorey, and the choir was under the
direction of Mrs Vanessa Adams. 
Together they performed a programme

specially chosen to reflect the reason for
the event – the Tercentenary of the United
Grand Lodge of England.
Their performance were supplemented
with an organ symphony played by 
Provincial Grand Organist W Bro David
Shepherd.
Barry Topliss, who co-ordinated the event
for the Lincolnshire Masonic Social 
Committee, said: “W Bro Shepherd was
accompanied by the orchestra, and this
showcased the talents of the young people
with a mixture of music to satisfy all
tastes. 
“There is no doubt that this was the case,

and the audience, including
brethren, their families and friends
from throughout the Province, as
well as family and friends of the
performers, responded enthusiasti-
cally to the entire evening. 
“The comfortable family atmo-
sphere was enjoyed by all.”
In a tribute to the talents of the
performers, the Provincial Grand
Master Rt W Bro Graham Ives
had congratulations for W Bro
Dorey, who will soon retire after
26 years’ service as the Youth 
Orchestra’s conductor, and has
conducted several concerts for the 
Social Committee.

Stump was a perfect setting for a quality concert

In harmony against 
a stunning backdrop

Forties still roared 
at East Kirkby event

Merlin magician 
was airborne again
W Bro Ken Green, 96, went to the
Grand Lodge above as Masonic
Lincs was going to press – which
is why his friends were pleased
they had been able to arrange a
flight for him to see from the air
the RAF bases he’d worked at 
during WW2. Ken had been the
RAF’s ‘go to’ Merlin engine tun-
ing expert in Bomber County, so
didn’t learn to fly until peacetime.
The flight was set up by W Bros
Mike Craggs and Paul Anyan.

A 500-strong capacity ‘crowd’ filled the
hangar of WW2 Lancaster bomber Just
Jane at the East Kirkby Aviation Centre
for a Forties-themed event. 
With music by the Sleaford Concert
Band and Miller Magic, as well as a 
magician, the guests had thrown 
themselves behind the spirit of the event. 
Fancy dress members of the armed
forces were out in force, along with, 
perhaps surprisingly, several spivs... 
Partygoers were full of praise for the 
organisers.
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Rudyard Kipling
Lodge does its best for
scouting association
Brethren from Australia and Nor-
way were present for a meeting
with a difference at the Rudyard
Kipling Lodge No. 9681 in
Grantham, when it hosted the Kin-
dred Lodges Association.
The KLA draws its membership
from Scouting Lodges throughout
UGLE, and each member Lodge
takes it in turn to host the meeting.
This one was attended by the Rt W
Provincial Grand Master and his
officers.

Jigging at Bourne
More than 100 masons, friends and
families attended an evening at the
Bourne Masonic Centre with
music by Knitters Jig from
Sleaford, with food by Alec Day
Butchers. The evening was organ-
ised by Stuart Butler of St Pega,
Geoff Hovell of St Guthlac, Chris
Taylor of Hereward and Barry Har-
riman of Lodge of Aveland. More
than £200 was raised for the But-
terfields Day Centre.

LMSC Ladies’ Festival 
Almost 200 attended the LMSC’s
21st Annual Ladies Festival at
Stratford upon Avon. This year’s
President was W. Bro. Richard
Garn, with Sue Garn the Principal
Lady. The Festival was organised
by W Bro Derek Butcher, Joy
Butcher, W Bro Trevor Clingan
and June Clingan.

Deputy PGM V Wor Bro John Hockin
made the arrangements for a party of about
50 brethren from Lincolnshire to be part of
the climax of the Tercentenary year, which
was a  celebration at the Royal Albert Hall,
London followed by a banquet at the 
Battersea Evolution.  He said: “This was 
a most spectacular event when over 4,000
Masons from 136 Grand Lodges around
the world were present.  
“It was presided over by the Grand Master,
HRH The Duke of Kent, and included a
theatrical extravaganza of the highest qual-
ity, with performers including Sir Derek
Jacobi and Sanjeev Bhaskar with the Royal
Philharmonic Concert Orchestra providing
the music, along with soprano Fleur de

Bray. It was a true showcase of what
Freemasonry is all about, the unique 
history together with the strong values and
traditions.  
“Afterwards, the banquet was amazing
with over 2,500 Masons enjoying a 
splendid meal with wonderful service.  
“This event really was the highlight of 
the year because of its range, worldwide
participation and setting the tone for the
future.”
Brig. Willie Shackell, Grand Secretary of
the United Grand Lodge of England,
added: “I feel that Freemasonry’s role and
relevance in society today could not be
stronger, and we now look forward to our
journey through the next 300 years.”

Albert Hall event was
spectacular, says DepPGM
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Free postage & packaging 
on all regalia orders over £20
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ADVERTISERS
Masonic Lincs is circulated to 
every Freemason in Lincolnshire, 
and is also seen by the friends and
families. 
To discuss the benefits of advertising
for as little as £70 per issue, please
contact:  
Jez Hyland
07957 603604 or
jez.hyland@sjpp.co.uk 
Gideon Hall
gideon_hall@yahoo.com
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Exhibitors at the
Beyond the Ritual
event staged at
Scunthorpe. 
Inset: Organiser
John Cuthbert
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Almost £300 was raised for charity when
brethren in Scunthorpe set the ritual aside for
the second time and showed off the hobbies they
engage in during spare moments.
At a day’s event under the banner of ‘Beyond
the Ritual’ a group came together to show off
subjects as diverse as stamp collecting and bee-
keeping; jewellery making and ropework.
The event was organised by W Bro John Cuth-
bert, a member of St Lawrence Lodge 2078,
who showed off his aero modelling prowess.
John said: “It was pleasing to see the number of
people and their wives who came forward to
show off their non-Masonic skills, and there was
a lot to interest visitors.”
John, himself a world champion model aircraft
maker and flyer, said he was always thrilled to
see what brethren could do – from building a
Lambretta scooter by Bro Peter Hughes, another
St Lawrence member, tothe complex ropework
of  W Bro Fred Coles, WM of the Lodge of St

John 7840. “I taught myself the skill aboard a
submarine under the Baltic during the long
hours with nothing else to do,” he said.
Pete not only completed the nut-and-bolt scooter
build project in only a matter of weeks, but he
also rode it Italy – an incident-free round trip of
almost 1,000 miles – to be part of Lambretta’s
70th anniversary celebrations. The scooter is
painted grey. “It matches my sunny disposition,”
joked Peter.
John also praised the Scunthorpe Masonic
Building catering team of Cheryl and Mel, 
who were there throughout the day selling 
refreshments. “They provided all the food, and
all the money went straight to charity. That was
a wonderful gesture, and very much appreciated. 
“In the end we were able to collect £280 to give
to the Lincolnshire Masonic Charity Association
– which, with the previous year, means we have
donated about £600 to support good causes
around the Province,” he said.

Lodge Almoners and Charity Stewards
from across the Province attended the
half-yearly meeting of LMCA and
Provincial Charity Committee at Lincoln.
The meeting was especially interesting as
Andrea Welch, National Team Leader for
our Province for the Central Masonic
Charities Advice and Support Team, gave
a very informative talk on her and the
Advice Team’s work within the MCF. An-
drea is pictured with the P.G.M. Rt W
Bro Graham Ives and his deputy, V. W.
Bro John Hockin.

Advice team’s leader talks of her work within the MCF

Brethren show off other skills to raise money for LMCA

Going beyond the ritual...

This year’s angling
competition was another
very successful event
with lots of fish caught
at Westwood Lakes fol-
lowed by a supper in the
restaurant on site. 
This year the winner
was W Bro Barry
Robinson, a member of
Lodge of Established
Order in Barton, with a
weight of 115 lbs 14oz.
He received the Win-
ner’s trophy, a cash
prize and a bottle of
wine. 
Other top weights 
included W Bro Rick
West, of Pilgrim Fathers
Lodge, with 87lbs 7oz
closely followed by W
Bro Ian Ladds of
Franklin Lodge with 87
lbs 5oz. 
The leading juvenile 
angler was Ciaran Lilly,
grandson of Bro John
Lilly of Paulinus Lodge,
with a weight of 14 lbs
2 oz. He received the 
juvenile trophy and a
small cash prize. 
The event was warmly
received by all, and will
be arranged again next
year at the same venue.

Huge haul
wins Barry
this year’s
angling
prize
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By popular request our 2018 concert features tribute band 
THE TOP TEN BEATLES playing live!

Ticket are £20 per person, including a finger buffet with tea, coffee
and soft drinks. There’s a licenced bar, and car parking next door
can be pre-booked at a special price of £2. Twist and shout, clap
your hands, or rattle your jewellery at a great night out!

Enquiries and ticket applications to the Event Co-ordinator: 
Barry Topliss tel: 01205 367128 email: cbtoppy@aol.com

Lincolnshire’s Masonic Social Committee 
proudly presents...

TOP TEN 7.30pm, Saturday
September 1st
2018

Lincoln Performing
Arts Centre,
Brayford Pool, 
Lincoln

07767 24 99 24
www.alberitrees.co.uk

ALL TREE WORK 
UNDERTAKEN 

HEDGE  
CUTTING

PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICE

LOG SALES

FULLY INSURED

NPTC QUALIFIED 

FREE  
QUOTATIONS 
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