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Message from
the Province
The developments taking place behind the scenes in the last
few months have been extremely encouraging. 

I am pleased to welcome Dr Jagdish Chaggar as the Province’s
Learning and Development Officer, an appointment made at the
same time as the launch of Solomon as an online learning 
resource, which you can read about on Page 6 of this edition of 
Masonic Lincs.
A number of other brethren applied for that role, and steps have
been taken to ensure that they have the opportunity to become part
of a Provincial Learning and Development Team.
It was also a pleasure to have attended the first full meeting of the
Provincial Communications Team.
The enthusiasm for both fields of endeavour reinforces what 
I already knew; Lincolnshire has a pool of talented individuals who,
working together, can make inroads into changing the way we are
perceived. All want to help – they just needed to be given the 
opportunity.
Of course we’re helping in lots of ways. You only have to look at
the facing page to see that. It was both humbling and uplifting to
see the work being done by dedicated people at Harbour Place,
achieving success where many of us would acknowledge we 
couldn’t. Our funds are right behind them in making a success in
the toughest of environments.
Details of the good causes nominated by our Lodges and 
supported with funds from the New Benevolent Fund are published
on Page 14. I would urge you to look beyond the sums of money, 
important though these are. Remember that through this scheme
our donations will have a positive impact on the lives of thousands
of individuals up and down the Province.
On another note, I see our Communications Officer has taken note
of your comments about ease of reading this publication; I under-
stand that some parts of it, including this column, were suffering 
legibility  issues. I can’t imagine that was deliberate, especially as
far as this column is concerned, but nevertheless I’m sure you’ll 
notice the change for the better in this edition.
Whilst I’m talking about changes in the input being made by our
Communications team, I hope you’ve all noticed that the Provincial
web site – pgllincs.org – has been refreshed and revised. The 
technical detail involved in that has been masterminded by our
Provincial Webmaster Chris Bradley working with a company in the
Province. And that raises an interesting point about so much of
what is undertaken in the Province, from the web site, this publica-
tion, our Facebook and Twitter feeds, our charity and membership
work, the mentoring and learning and development. Although we
have brethren who have volunteered to take on these roles, and 
I have every faith in them, they are really facilitators working on our
behalf. It’s up to all of us to make our contribution to their efforts.
We are here to help each other.

Dave Wheeler
David Wheeler 

Provincial Grand Master & Grand Superintendent

2 May 2019MASONICLINCS

MASONIC LINCS

Masonic Lincs is produced by the 
Masonic Province of Lincolnshire. 

Origination: 
Stuart Pearcey,
Words and Spaces Ltd, 01724 352156

Print:
Helloprint

EDITORIAL TEAM

W Bro Peter Brooks 
peterbrooks937@gmail.com

W Bro Stuart Pearcey 
stuart@wordsman.co.uk

W Bro Gideon Hall
(Advertising)
gideon_hall@yahoo.com

W Bro Jez Hyland
(Advertising)
jez@jezhyland.co.uk

Plus members of the Provincial 
Communications Team, who are 
listed in detail on Page 19

ADVERTISERS: Masonic Lincs is 
circulated to every Freemason in 
Lincolnshire, and is also seen by the
friends and families. To discuss the
benefits of advertising for as little as
£80 per issue, please contact: 
Jez Hyland by phone on 07957 603604
or email at jez@jezhyland.co.uk
or Gideon Hall, 07824 808116 
or email gideon_hall@yahoo.com

The Masonic Province of Lincolnshire 
has its HQ at the Masonic Hall, 
Cambridge Road, Great Grimsby,
North East Lincolnshire, DN34 5SZ

Visit our web site at www.pgllincs.org

Masonic Lincs April 2019 PROOF 1.qxp_Layout 1  10/04/2019  16:23  Page 2



May 2019 3 MASONICLINCS

Take a look at the homeless
man in the shop doorway.
Many of us are closer to that
life than we might imagine.

That’s the message from Har-
bour Place in Grimsby, which
has just been given £5,000 by
the Masonic Charitable Foun-
dation in support of the work
it does in helping the home-
less and other socially-ex-
cluded groups.
The money was handed over
by PGM Dave Wheeler and
Provincial Charity Steward
Pete Tong. Pete said: “The
message we brought away
from the staff and volunteers
at Harbour Place was that for
more people than we might
have imagined, the prospect
of living on the street was too
close for comfort. For many,
the financial cushion which
keeps the roof over their head
is very thin indeed.”
In September last year the
Charity moved to the Hope
Street premises, which al-
lowed it to launch a perma-
nent night shelter in support
of its Street Outreach Project,

which has been running since
April 2011, and has now been
expanded. Project Director
Robin Barr said: “A key part
of the project’s activities in-
clude supporting and advocat-
ing on behalf of clients
through signposting, referral
and access to a wide range of
statutory and voluntary sector
agencies. Since opening the
Hope Centre in September
2018, Harbour Place has reg-
istered more than 175 clients
for the new service.
Since the move to Hope Street
more than 50 people have
been helped to find permanent
accommodation, more than 30
of whom have been through
the night shelter. Mr Barr said
that success was an indication
of the significance of the

£5,000 from the Freemasons.
“Our records indicate that if
we can work consistently with
someone over a short period,
we can usually assist them to
find accommodation.”
Pete Tong added:“The suc-
cesses achieved by the team
of staff and volunteers at Har-
bour Place are hard won, and
we trust our donation will
help them in their efforts to
become even more effective.”
The donation was given from
the Masonic Charitable Foun-
dation, a national charity to
which all Freemasons, includ-
ing the 3,400 in Lincolnshire,
contribute. 
Last year it gave almost £5m
to more than 400 non-Ma-
sonic charities across the
country.

PGM Dave Wheeler, centre, and Provincial Charity Steward Pete Tong met clients of
Grimsby’s Harbour Place when they visited to hand over a £5,000 donation from the 
Masonic Charitable Foundation.

Donation of £5,000 from the Masonic
Charitable Foundation will support
the most needy in one of the most
deprived wards anywhere in the UK

Hope Street
Facing the future on

Chapter 
Focus Group
work in brief
Short of a ceremony: The
Focus Group urges Craft
Lodges to consider inviting
the Talking Heads team to
come along to offer a win-
dow on the Royal Arch.
Nine presentations have
ben done already, and three
more are planned. Contact
Terry Little to make a date.
(terry.little31@virgin
media.com) 

Free food: The fourth in a
series of Royal Arch intro-
ductory evenings aimed at
new Master Masons or re-
cent Chapter exaltees takes
place at Grantham on
November 5th. Wear a
lounge suit and come
along for free bangers and
mash and an informative
evening – but you must
book in with David Bird
(david.bird@johnroe.
toyota.co.uk)

Charged up:A charge
highlighting advantages of
joining the Holy Royal
Arch is currently a unique
feature of St Lawrence
Lodge 2078 in Scunthorpe,
where is it presented as
part of the Third Degree –
but the Focus Group is so
impressed with it that it is
to be offered to all Lodges
as an example of best
practice.

Extra visiting: The
Province’s Chapters have
been split into six areas,
which share summonses
amongst themselves. 
Visiting has risen 
significantly as a result.

Had you heard: Royal
Arch Reps are to start an-
nouncing at Craft meetings
when brethren are going to
be exalted into Chapter to
make sure friends have 
the opportunity to attend
meetings to support them.  
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The world’s most senior Freemason the
Duke of Kent made his first-ever visit to a
Lincolnshire Masonic centre when he
called in at Spalding.

He was able to see Provincial Grand Master
Dave Wheeler make a donation of £100,000
on behalf of the Province’s 3,400 brethren
as a ‘downpayment’ on a five-year Festival
commitment to raise funds for the Masonic
Charitable Foundation.
The money will be used to make the work
of Masonic and non-Masonic charities more 
effective in a range of areas throughout the
UK, including support for children with 
disabilities, the elderly, the work of the 
hospice movement, and those living in de-
prived areas. It’s expected that by 2025 as
much as £2m could have been collected.
Lincolnshire Freemasons hosted a lunch for
the Duke during his day of engagements in
Spalding at the request of the county’s Lord
Lieutenant. Afterwards Dave Wheeler said:
“We were highly honoured by a visit to the
Spalding Masonic Hall by HRH the Duke of
Kent, the Grand Master. Also attending was
Richard Hone, President of the Masonic

Charitable Foundation, so this was an op-
portunity to start our fundraising campaign. 
“A visit by the Grand Master to Lin-
colnshire was a hugely significant event for
us, and one of which we were extremely
proud. The memory will last a long time.”
Charles Hopkinson-Woolley, the Grand Di-
rector of Ceremonies (designate) said: “I
thought the visit to the Spalding Masonic

Centre was a huge success, and I
am immensely grateful for all the
hard work and planning which
ensured this happy result. I’d be
very appreciative if you could
kindly pass on my thanks to the
rest of your team.” 
Left: A Royal handshake for
Jez Hyland, of the Round Table
Lodge of Lincolnshire, who is 
to be Chairman of the 2025 
Festival Committee. Adrian
Joyce, Provincial Grand Scribe
E, is in the background.
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E Comp Roy Curtis of Kitwood
Chapter 2284 in Grimsby has
been presented with his 
certificate to mark 50 years as
a member of the Royal Arch.
The presentation was made by
the Chapter’s liaison officer
Tony Bridges. He said: “It was
a delight to be able to present
Roy with his certificate to mark
a rare milestone in anyone’s
Masonic career.”
l A 50-year craft certificate
was presented by Provincial
Grand Master Dave Wheeler to
W Bro Peter Green, a member
of Lincoln’s Excalibur Lodge,
taking Peter by complete sur-
prise.

The first international masonic
clay shooting championship
takes place on Saturday 7th
September this year at
Doveridge Clay Sports Club at
Ashbourne in Derbyshire. The
major prize is a Challenge Cup,
and a Redolfi EOS over &
under shotgun will be awarded
to the highest Masonic gun.
There will also be gold, silver
and bronze prizes in a number
of categories:

l Top Masonic Team 
l Lady Freemason Team
l Freemason (Under 65 )
l Veteran Freemason (65+) 
l Lady Freemason
l Lady guest
l Gentleman guest
l Junior guest
Further details from 
http://namcss.org

Royal visit
Festival begins with

T            
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Cover picture
The Duke of Kent, centre,
looks on as Provincial Grand
Master Dave Wheeler
makes a donation of
£100,000 to Masonic 
Charitable Foundation 
President Richard Hone.

Left: Provincial Charity 
Steward Pete Tong is 
introduced to the Duke.

Above: Having met Past
PGMs Graham Ives, Geoffrey
Cooper, and Gordon Smith,
Deputy PGM John Crutchley
is next in line for the Duke.

Right: A word for Provincial
Deputy Grand Superinten-
dent David Bird.

The Grand Master and Provincial Grand Master share a joke over lunch.

Left: Tony Stanberry
of St Godric Lodge in
Spalding, and right,
Provincial Grand
Secretary Tony
Miller, both of whom
did considerable 
behind the scenes
work to make the
visit run smoothly. 
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Members of the Lincolnshire Masonic Motorcycle
Club have been given permission by the PGM to cre-
ate a Masonic Lodge for the Province, and is now re-
cruiting potential members.
The Motorcycle Club was created in 2017 to encourage
Masons who ride motorcycles to meet for local ride
outs, but also to visit lodges in the UK and beyond. Vis-
its have been made to lodges in Scotland, Germany,
Switzerland and Gibraltar, with a lodge visit usually
planned during a tour of the respective country. 
Says LMMC member Chris Jones: “If you have an inter-
est in motorcycles, if you ride now or if you once rode
but no longer own a bike, or just collect vintage motor-
cycles, it doesn’t matter. We are looking for founder
Members and members for the new lodge and we intend
to submit the Petition to UGLE in July this year – so
there’s no time to waste. It is also our intention to only
hold four meetings a year, and these meetings will be
spread across the Province and hopefully beyond. The
commitment and therefore the cost will be less, so it is
hoped that biking masons won’t be overstretched by get-
ting involved.
If you would like to know more or if you would like to
join either the Club or the Motorcycle Lodge, please
contact Chris Jones, Club Secretary on 07967 338149 
or email him at chris@wheels2worklincs.co.uk

Masonic golfers in Lincolnshire have started to make
plans to commemorate the centenary of their Association
– which began as a series of charity events involving
lodges in Lincoln –  even though it is still three years away.
It has now spread throughout our Province, but to neigh-
bouring Provinces too – including Derbyshire, Leicester-
shire, Warwickshire and Staffordshire.
However, charity remains a key guiding principle. Since its
formation, the Association has given almost £45,000 to
non-Masonic and Masonic recipients.
Secretary Mick Wright said: “Right from the outset our ob-
jective has been to have fun and support charity, and that
is as true today as it was when we were founded in 1922.

We feel certain that our Centenary is a significant land-
mark not just in Lincolnshire, but in Freemasonry as a
whole, and very worthy of celebrating.
“To continue raising charity funds we must encourage
more participation from the many masons in the Province
to share in our fun.”
The Association offers 14 trophies in its competitions, the
newest of which is the Roy Spavin statuette, won for the
first time in the year of its inception by Roy’s son W Bro
Steve Spavin.
l Golfers interested in playing with the Lincolnshire 
Masonic Golf Association are invited to email Mick Wright
at mickandlinda14@hotmail.co.uk

Province’s golfers prepare for Association centenary
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Masonic motorcyclists are
given the green light to form
a new specialist lodge

The lead editor of online learning resource Solomon Paul
Harper has twice travelled to Lincolnshire to talk about the re-
source to two mentoring workshop audiences of more than 50
brethren each.

He explained how his involvement had begun, and the way the re-
source had been developed, and how he hoped it would be en-
hanced. The workshops are part of a series of four organised by
Provincial Mentor David Buckenham, taking place at Lincoln,
Sleaford, Scunthorpe, and Bourne. More than 200 attended the pro-
gramme as a whole.
David said Paul’s willingness to attend had been a real benefit to the
brethren attending. He said: “Being able to hear about this wonder-
ful resource from a man who has played such an key role in its de-
velopment was a real bonus for Lincolnshire. I’m sure the brethren
who heard him will have seen what a valuable resource has been
created, and how easy it is to use.”
Nick Brown, a past master from Paulinus Lodge in Lincoln, led
some interactive work about how to access and navigate through
Solomon, using it to find an answer to the question ‘why do we wear
white gloves?’

LMMC members on
tour in Germany

(l-r) DepPGM John Crutchley, AsstPGM Peter Brooks, David
Buckenham, Paul Harper, Nick Brown, and Stuart Pearcey.

Solomon’s lead editor
brings its wisdom 
to Lincolnshire
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     Lincolnshire Freemasons’ Golf Associa-
tion has given a cheque for £220 to
Sleaford Golf Club Junior Section.
Bro Dougie Coote of Sleaford-based St
Botolph’s Lodge gave the association a
flag signed by players who took part in
the 2017 Open Championship at Royal
Birkdale Golf Club, and tickets were sold
at Association events all over Lin-
colnshire. In the picture are: (from left)
Association Chairman W Bro Terry Little,
raffle winner Bro Ed Walters, Mr Nick
Musson, Junior Organiser at Sleaford
Golf Club, W Bro Coote and Association
Secretary W Bro Mick Wright. 
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The new year began with two major
developments designed to help Lin-
colnshire brethren get more from
their Freemasonry.

THE FIRST is the appointment of a
Provincial Learning and Development
Officer. He is W Bro Dr Jagdish S Chag-
gar, from Spilsby-based Eccles Lodge,
who will be working as part of the 
Improvement Delivery Group on a
Learning and Development Project
(L&D).
A number of people applied for the role,
and it’s expected that those volunteers
will become part of a Provincial Learn-
ing and Development team in support of
the project’s objectives.
Dr Chaggar explained: “The L&D 
Project seeks to foster the curiosity of all
members and stimulate a desire to 
develop a greater understanding of our
ritual, traditions, symbolism and history. 
“These values and principles define us
as Freemasons and our relevance as an
organisation. The Project is a response
to a widely-expressed interest that
greater understanding will improve the
appreciation of and presentation of rit-
ual, enhance enjoyment and improve re-
tention. Promoting learning and
understanding is a strategic imperative
of the Rulers of the Craft and Royal
Arch.”
Deputy PGM John Crutchley is the
member of the Provincial Executive
with responsibility for learning and de-

velopment. He added: “The team’s role
will be to raise the profile and impor-
tance of Masonic learning, and to pro-
mote it as a regular feature of Craft and
Chapter Meetings. I have every confi-
dence that W Bro Dr Chaggar and his
team will be able to do much that will
help brethren develop a greater under-
standing of ritual, and by the deeper ap-
preciation of it that must surely follow.”
THE SECOND development is the in-
troduction of a new online resource
called Solomon. John believes will bring
a modern twist to Masonic traditions by
enabling brethren to access information
using multiple platforms including
smartphones and tablets. He said:
“Solomon has been designed to be a uni-
versal tool of equal value to Lodges,
Chapters, and individuals, regardless of
experience or prior knowledge. It brings
together more than 350 items of material
from many sources to help answer com-
mon questions and improve Masonic
knowledge and understanding.”
Found online at solomon.ugle.org.uk,
Solomon is expected to be invaluable to
Lodge Mentors and DCs, enabling them

to find material to help a member learn
about or understand a topic or issue, or a
means to introduce a learning content
into regular meetings. Solomon material
is made up of short ‘nuggets’, papers
and demonstrations, as well as longer
items for presentation and discussion. 
John added: “Registration is quick and
simple, and once registered, you can
login and enrol in one or more modules
and explore Solomon to your heart’s
content. It is intuitive and has been 
designed to foster curiosity and draw
you in to seek answers. 
It offers various search tools to find and
refine your inquiry. You may then read
or download as much or as little as you
wish. With smartphone access, Solomon
can readily provide an answer to a 
question at a Lodge of Instruction. 
I commend it to all of our brethren in
Lincolnshire.”

Solomon: Masonic wisdom on the 
internet at solomon.ugle.org.uk 

Dr Chaggar can be reached at 
chaggarj@gmail.com

Two new developments present a robust route
to greater Masonic knowledge in Lincolnshire 
– on line and at your fingertips

Masonic learning initiatives are
just what the doctor ordered
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Boston Light Blue Club members and their
friends and families have enjoyed a night of ten-
pin bowling organised by Brother Steve Ball, and
the Club hosted another comedy night featuring comedian Jed
Stone and impressionist Les Gibson, (pictured above) but
also Bro David Spicer, who became part of Jed’s act. 

Forthcoming events:
Paintball at Ancaster. North verses South. Boston Light

Blues challenging the
rest of the Province to
paintball on Sunday 19th
May. Families and
friends welcome.
Music Festival: Satur-
day 15th June 
Social Evening: Ropers
Arms, Boston. Bring
your ladies Friday 27th
September (but space is
limited)
For details contact \
W. Bro Phil Feather-
stone on 07876 522936
or pjfeatherstone@out-
look.com 

Light blues are bowled
over with laughter 

His dad’s his
brother too
after double 
initiation
Father and son coffee shop owners Mike
and Jamie Bristow have become brothers –
initiated side by side as members of Lin-
colnshire’s Eccles Lodge.

Their double initiation as father and son is extremely rare, and
resulted from a masonic journey started several years ago.
It began over not one cup of coffee, but hundreds, because it
grew from conversations they had with fellow Louth market
stallholder Mark Brown, who is also the Lodge secretary.
And having taken their first tentative steps – they were passed
to the second degree at the Eccles meeting in March – both are
excited about what lies ahead.
Says Mike, 54: “We’re on a journey. It’s a new road of discov-
ery for us, and we don’t know where it’s going. That’s what
makes it so exciting.”
Jamie agreed, explaining that they had turned down the oppor-
tunity to visit the Lodge room at an open day. “We wanted it
to be as new as possible, so the less we knew, the better,” he
said. “It was a fabulous experience, and brilliant later when we

saw someone else going through their first degree, because we
had been through it ourselves.”
Having watched someone else’s initiation later provided their
first opportunity to share the festive board with other brethren
in the body of the room. Said Jamie, 29: “It was our first meal
sitting with everyone else. It was good to chat with people and
get to know them.” Mike agreed: “There was nothing difficult
about it. As soon as we sat down everyone was talking to us,
making us feel really welcome. It was a bit of an eye-opener.”
Mike and Jamie work with their wives Angela and Rebecca at
their family-owned Larders Coffee House in Louth’s Little
Butcher Lane – and they still have the market stall where their
masonic journey began. 
Mike said of the masonic career: “We’re still not really sure
what we’ve let ourselves in for, but we’ll discover that in time,
they tell us – and we are really looking forward to it!”

Masonic Lincs April 2019 PROOF 1.qxp_Layout 1  10/04/2019  16:23  Page 8



Only 17 Freemasons have been Provin-
cial Grand Master of Lincolnshire
since its formation in 1792 – and four
of them are in this picture.

Still regularly attending meetings are the
men who have been in charge – with one
break of two years – since 1981.
They are, from left, the Rt W Bros Gor-
don Walkerley Smith (1999-2008); David
Wheeler (the current incumbent, installed
in July last year) Geoffrey Mawer

Cooper (1981-1997), and Graham Ives,
(2008-2018).
The break in the chain was caused by the
unexpected death, two years after taking
the office in 1997, of Dr John Allin.
The longest time in office was 41 years,
between 1895 and 1936, when the PGM
was Lord Worsley, Fourth Earl of Yarbor-
ough – though as Dave Wheeler points
out: “In those days it was a largely cere-
monial office with others representing
the PGM on many occasions.”

PGMs’ chain of command
stretches back forty years
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It has been a wonderful delight to be
Provincial Grand Master for nearly
twelve years, writes the Revd. Trevor
John Walker. 
They have been very happy years and
I have been so proud to be PGM of
such a wonderful Province as ours in
Lincolnshire. Through all these years I
have been fortunate to have the sup-
port of my wife Lynne who has en-
joyed visiting other Provinces and
attending our gatherings when ladies
have been invited. 
I was pleased with the way in which
Mark brethren fully supported the
Deputy in Charge, and enjoyed the in-
stallation of W. Bro. Steve Hallberg as
Provincial Grand Master. It was a
splendid meeting, and I know with
your support he will lead our happy
degree in the Province of Lincolnshire
to greater success in the future.

Trevor Walker 
reflects on 12
years as 
Provincial Grand
Master in Mark

Grand Lodge appointments 
and promotions

Steve 
Hallberg,
the new
Provincial
Grand
Master in
the Mark
degree.

Appointments and promotions within United Grand
Lodge and Supreme Grand Chapter have been 
announced. They are: 
UGLE:
First appointments: David Buckenham, PAGDC; David
Price, PGStB. Promotions: Rev John Spriggs,
DepGChap; John Crutchley, PGSwdB; Peter Brooks,
PSGD; Bruce Goodman, PSGD; David Bird, PJGD.
Supreme Grand Chapter:
First appointments: Simon Butler, PGStB; Adrian
Joyce, PGStB; Phil Odling, PGStB. Promotion: Tim
Kelsey, PAGSoj.
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Lincolnshire 
motorcyclists aim 
to have their own
Widow’s Sons 
Chapter this summer

Lincolnshire’s second band of 
motorcycling masons was born just
before Christmas last year. They’re
the Widow’s Sons, and amongst
their number is W Bro Steve
Shucksmith, secretary of
Sleaford’s St Denys Lodge. He
takes up their story...

The first meeting of the Lincolnshire’s Widow’s Sons took
place on 16th December last year at the Marquis of Granby in
Sleaford. This meeting was held to approach the East Mid-
lands Chapter to sponsor some Masonic motorcycle enthusi-
asts to become part of the international Widow’s Sons
movement, and then to support those brethren in forming their
own Chapter.
The Widows Sons were founded in the United States, with the
first chapter having been formed in 1999. The organisation
quickly grew in popularity, with Chapters being founded right
across America and into Canada.
The organisation arrived in Great Britain in 2004, formed by a
group of Masons in the Nottinghamshire area. In the interven-
ing 15 years the Widow’s Sons have grown substantially
across the UK and in Europe, and there are now 23 chapters
and about 800 members.
We also have four dedicated craft lodges, and support another
eight throughout the UK, which have introduced 44 new Ma-

sonic members last year
alone. In 2018 we raised
more than £60,000 for
charity, and have 30 volun-
teer blood bike riders.
In February 2010, the
President’s Governing
Board was formed as the
ruling body for the 
Widow’s Sons, the 
membership is made up of
the Presidents, Vice Presidents and the Past Presidents of each
Chapter in Great Britain. 
The aim of the Widow’s Sons is to promote in a good light by
taking part in regular ride outs and attending various charity
events, including toy runs and hospital visits.  
We are supported by non Masonic members, known as 
cornerstones or bad pennies, who are usually family members

or spouses, or just keen motorcyclists
who enjoy the company of like-
minded people.
A Lincolnshire Chapter will evolve
over the coming months, with meet-
ings on the second Sunday of each
month at the Marquis of Granby in
Sleaford, where we shall have a break-
fast meeting followed by a ride out 
appropriate to the weather. These
meetings are held for  social and 
chapter  business, and we hope to be
awarded our own Charter at the 
national rally in July.

If you’re interested in becoming a part
of this riding community, contact Steve
by email to stdenys9032@live.co.uk

Sons and brothers
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A 16-year-old who secured his Rolls-
Royce apprenticeship ahead of almost
6,000 others through the positive ap-
proach to life he learned as an RAF
cadet is an example of what’s being
achieved thanks to work led by a Lin-
colnshire Freemason.

He’s Bob Chalklin, currently Master of
Daedelus Lodge in Sleaford, who is also
the Wing Commander responsible for
the RAF dimension of a government ini-
tiative to expand the number of cadet
units in schools to 500 nationwide.
With the RAF part of the target already
exceeded and the project supporting a
rolling population of more than 11,000
cadets at any one time, significant bene-
fits are already being realised.
It’s immensely rewarding for Bob and
his colleagues in the other Services, who
have doubled the number of schools in-
volved over the last eight years; largely
funded by ‘reinvesting’ money taken
from fines levied on the banks after the
LIBOR scandal. He said: “Doubling the
number of schools with cadet units in
eight years is quite something signifi-
cant. The units are open to boys and
girls from the Year 8 – but, as the gov-
ernment requested, we have targeted
schools outside the traditional area for
cadet forces, the independents and
grammar schools. 
“The units we have set up are mainly in
areas of social deprivation; where high
numbers of pupils are on free school
meals, for example. These are the
schools of pupils whose parents might
be earning minimum wage, if they’re
employed at all, and so don’t have the
wherewithal to pay for their sons and
daughters to be involved as once might
have been the case. And it’s working.
Absenteeism is dropping, discipline is
improved, and the cadets engage more
effectively with their academic work.”
Bob’s role in setting up new cadet units
has been to visit schools and explain the
problems that must be faced and the
benefits that will be achieved, and inter-
viewing staff to become volunteers. “It
is a burden for a school, so the Head has
to convince me the school really wants
to have a unit, which is going to mean
extra work for staff, because they’ll be
the volunteers who run it with help from
RAF permanent staff. It’s like setting up
a new department.”
Bob also works on the RAF Air Cadet
Leadership Course, which runs for four
weeks every summer.  It involves 66 16

and 17-year-old cadets on each of four
weeks, building on what they’ve learned
in the cadet units and equipping them
with the skills to secure Level 3 Certifi-
cates in teamwork from the Institute of
Leadership Management – a qualifica-
tion you’d normally expect an adult to
apply for, not a 16-year-old.
“But we are building skills for life,” said
Bob. “Through the cadet units these
young people learn oral communication,
a willingness to talk to someone they
have not met, teamwork, problem solv-
ing, social awareness, and a spirit of ad-
venture. These are the things people
look for in potential employees, and
once learned, are skills for life. To see
the development of the youngsters in a
week on our leadership course is just
fantastic and humbling. You might say
we’re making good young men and
women better.”

Bob’s life in the RAF
Bob was an officer in the RAF Regi-
ment for 33 years, before which he’d
been a cadet in school squadron, a civil-
ian instructor and officer volunteer be-
fore joining the RAF in 1973. Having
retired from RAF Cranwell in 2006 he
was asked to apply for a post firstly

looking after events for the whole Air
Cadet Organisation and then running the
RAF part of the Combined Cadet Force.
“I did that until October 2016 before re-
tiring for a second time, and then in Jan-
uary 2017 was asked to look after the
RAF Cadet Expansion Programme,
which I’ve been doing part time ever
since,” he said.

Suited but not booted
Although the RAF provides 
uniforms for its cadets, it doesn’t
provide footwear. Bob is currently
working on completing uniforms by
appealing for Masonic donations to
cover the cost of appropriate boots,
and hopes to talk to Provinces na-
tionwide to explain the position and
get their lodges, and neighbouring
businesses, to help meet the need.
“A pair of boot seems a small price
to pay as a contribution to the life-
time of benefit that can be
achieved,” he said.  In addition,
small donations to support the
cadets from financially challenged
families to attend meaningful train-
ing activities and camps can be life
changing for them.  
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Bob Chalklin’s 
commitment 
helps to equip 
young people 
with vital 
skills for life 

A force 
to be 
reckoned
with
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On behalf of the Royal Order of Scotland (Province of 
Lincolnshire), its PGM Ray Wade has presented a cheque
for £1,500 to the Lincs and Notts Air Ambulance. Shown
with the crew are Ray, his wife Dorothea, and Bro Maurice 
Cockburn, Provincial Grand Secretary, right.

Bring out your classic vehicles
A gathering of classic, unusual and interesting cars, vans, trac-
tors, and motorbikes is being organised to raise money for the
LMCA. Taking place on Sunday 28th July at The Willows at
Glentham on the A631 near Caenby Corner, the event is in-
tended to be an informal and relaxing afternoon for brethren,
family and friends. Tickets are priced at £8 per head, including a
burger or a hot dog, and we’d love to see your head-turning ve-
hicle. Details and booking forms are available on the Provincial
web site or from Bro Dave Gibson (dave.gibson@talktalk.net)
of St Lawrence Lodge in Scunthorpe. He said: “Many Freema-
sons must have interesting vehicles of all kinds tucked away in
their garages. We’d love to see them brought out for this event.” 
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The generosity of brethren in Lincolnshire’s lodges continues
to support work done throughout the Province by volunteers
in a diverse range of non-Masonic charities. 
As the window for nominations in the 2019 scheme closes, Masonic
Lincs recaps the way in which the 2018 grants, amounting to
£106,500, were awarded.
Many of the Lodges submitted pictures of the presentations being
made, and we’re grateful to everyone who took the trouble to do
that  – but there clearly isn’t room for all of them in this publication.
Lots appeared on the Provincial web site.

Roundup of last year’s LMCA donations

Making lives better
in Lincolnshire 

The following were awarded £1,000 each
Lodge Recipients
Excalibur LincsShine
Saint Mary Long Sutton AFC
Sir Isaac Newton Breath Easy Grantham
Round Table Lincs Rural Support Network
Eccles Skendleby Play Group
Daylight Parkinson's UK, Scunthorpe Branch
The following were awarded £750 each
Harmony Katie Clarke Memorial Fund

Boston Sea Cadets
Witham St Barnabas Hospice Trust

Lincoln MS Therapy Centre Ltd
Doric Rutland Sailability Club

Grantham Food Bank
Yarborough W Lindsey Dementia Support Group

1st Broughton Brownies
Shakespeare New Life Church (Spilsby)

Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust
Hundred of Elloe Health living Team, Lincolnshire 

Community & Voluntary Service
Spalding Hockey Club

St. Botolph's Ruskington Rainbow YC
Marjorie Atkinson BEM

Lindsey Mee & Dee Charity
East Coast Homeless Outreach

Pelham Pillar St Andrew's Hospice
NE Lincolnshire Women's Aid

Franklin New Life Church, Boston
When You Wish Upon a Star

Alexandra 1st Moulton Guides
Friends of William Stukely 
Church of England School

Hereward Lincs & Notts Air Ambulance
Bourne Parkinson's Support Group

Ancholme Scunthorpe Sea Cadets
CDM (Muscular Dystrophy)

Bayons Matt's Fund
Market Rasen Band

St. Albans St Andrew's Hospice
Shalom Youth Project

Olive Union Horncastle History & Heritage Soc
Friends of Banovallum School

St. Hugh Buddies Dementia Café
LAST (Life After Stroke Team, Lincoln)

St. Matthew The Fiona Searle Appeal Fund
Barton Junior Football Club

Isle of Axholme Health Tree Foundation
Cruse Bereavement Care

Hamilton Beach Bar Boxing Club
Mablethorpe Coast Watch

Lumley 1073 (Skegness) Squadron ATC
The Wednesday Club

St. Lawrence Prime Life, Lowfield House Social Fund
Caring Matters Now

Smyth Barnardo's
Hydrotherapy Pool Appeal 
(Humberston Park)

Ermine 14th Lincoln Scout Group
Lincs Centre for Grief & Loss

Earl of Yarborough Not home Alone
Bradley Youth Festival Assoc

St. Guthlac Deeping Explorer Scouts
Sue Ryder, Thorpe Hall Hospice

Lord Worsley 1st Cleethorpes Sea Scout Group
St Christophers Foundation for Sport

Astral Amethyst Suite, Diana Princess 
of Wales Hospital
Grimsby Town Disability FC

Daedalus Ruston Bucyrus Rifle Club
Maple Leaf Daycare

Paulinus Buddies Dementia Café
Fit 2 Last

St. Clement Coastal Eco Centre
League of Friends of Skegness Hospital

 
  

  
  
    

 
 

  
    
    
   

     
 

    
 
   

   
     

    
  
  

      
 

  
  

   
   

   
   

 
 

    
 

 
    

  
    

  
    

     
     

 
     

  
   

  
   

     
   

    
  

   
     

  
 

    
 
    

    
   

   
   

     
   

   
   

   
    

    
     

      
  

      
    

 

Tigger helps William Hudson, who’s not yet two years old, to 
accept a cheque for £750 on behalf of charity Caring Matters Now.
This particular New Provincial Benevolent Fund donation will be
used to undertake research to develop treatment for a rare 
condition called Congenital Melanocytic Naevus, a skin condition
affecting children in the womb. 
Says William’s mum Amy Hudson: “Caring Matters Now is very
grateful for this money, which will help in the work of dedicated and
special people searching for a way to fight this condition. 
“William was born with it, and although there are no guarantees,
it’s possible that through this donation, and others like it, research
could reduce or eradicate the potential consequences of the 
dangers he faces from it. In any event, it will definitely help towards
making a significant difference to others like him in the years to
come.
“We’re very grateful to Lincolnshire’s Freemasons, and especially
those in St Lawrence Lodge, for thinking of us.”

Our donation will help 
fight skin condition for
generations to come 
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Industry Scunthorpe Samaritans
Togetherness Sing-a-Long Group

Lindis Centenary Wednesday Lunches
First Wyberton Rainbows

Granta Lincs Partnership Foundation Trust 
Grantham Mencap

Gainas Team Verrico
Gainsborough Community Theatre

Ashlar East Mids Immediate Care Scheme
Lincs & Notts Air Ambulance

Apollo Grimsby Central Hall Trust
Child & Adolescent Mental Health Service

Shire Kesteven Rideability
Hollies Animal Rehoming Trust (HART)

Lindum Sophie's Journey
Chernobyl Children's Lifeline 
- Lincoln & Hykeham

Lord Heneage North East Lincolnshire Women's Aid
Centre 4 Ltd Stroke Association

Pharos Peggy's World CiC
Macmillan Scunthorpe Branch

William Peters FOSA (Friends of Sandon & Ambergate)
Kesteven Rideability

Hermes Louth Hockey Club
Hubbards Hills Trust

Vigilantes Soundscene Talking Newspapers
Rear into Gear Appeal

Saint James Grimsby 16+ Club
Harbour Place Day Centre

Saint Godric FOGS
Tonic Health

St. Peter Hydrotherapy Pool Appeal 
(Humberston Park)
Haven Quilters

St. John Crosby Outdoor Play Project
Bosom Family Support

Temple Belwood Parkinson's UK, Scunthorpe 
Outcasts Cricket Club

Bolingbroke Castle Golf in Society CiC
Cruse Breavement Care, Boston & District

St. Pega Lincs & Notts Air Ambulance
Age UK

Old Clee Lincs & Notts Air Ambulance
Not Home Alone

Minster Lincoln Asthma Swimming Group
Mrs Patricia Cawdron

Pilgrim Fathers Boston Salvation Army
LCHS Charitable Funds - Tulip Suite

Wellow Abbey Alzheimers Society (Grimsby)
Multiple Sclerosis Society (Louth )

St. Denys Sophie's Journey
Derbyshire Asbestos Support Team

Lodge of Aveland Lincs Emergancy Medical Reponse
Bourne District Guides

Vermuyden Scorpian Taekwondo
S. Axholme Swimming Pool Assoc

Welland Tonic Health
Hearing Dogs for Deaf People

Rudyard Kipling 1st Manby Scout Group
Scouts’ 2019 Jamboree Fund

Prov. Stewards The Respite Association
Rainforest Ward, Lincoln Hospital

Glanford Vale The Rockfield Foundation UK Ltd
Ancholme Valley Heritage Trust

Trent Valley Peggy's World CiC
Masonic Teddies for Children

Meridian South Lincolnshire Blind Society
Lincs & Notts Air Ambulance

Established Order Salvation Army, Barton 
When You Wish Upon a Star

Fenland Daylight 1st Moulton & Whaplode Scout Group
Gosberton Public Hall

Sir Joseph Banks The Clarence House Social Fund
Horncastle & District Cancer 
Support Group
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Just one of the RMBI’s 18 UK residential homes sits
within the Provinces of Lincolnshire, Yorkshire North and
East Ridings, and Yorkshire West Riding.

It’s Connaught Court, at Fulford in York, where the Institution
offers 90 rooms for the care of the elderly, including 24 suffer-
ing dementia.
Enhancing the lives and wellbeing of these individuals, many
of whom are Freemasons or their dependents, is the sole 
purpose of a registered charity called the Association of
Friends of Connaught Court.
And they receive the annual  £1 flier donation made by you or
your Lodge, for use alongside donations, legacies, and annual
memberships, which can be bought for just £10 from the web
site at friendsofconnaughtcourt.org.uk. 
The organisation’s main event of the year is the Summer Fete,
this year taking place on Saturday June 15th, which will be
opened at 1.30pm by Lincolnshire PGM Dave Wheeler.
Martin Latham is Secretary of the Friends, and told Masonic
Lincs: “ The Summer Fete is our main event of the year and is
an ideal opportunity for us to show off the superb facility we
have at Connaught Court, and for Lodges and individuals to
join in the day by either running a stall or just to bringing the
family along and enjoy the attractions and the fun of the day.”
He explained that the Association’s committee met the Home
Manager and Activities Coordinators every two months to dis-
cuss any projects and ideas that they would like to implement
that are beyond the normal running and operation of the home.
“Over the last year we have been able to support all of their
requests, including a summer house, blu ray dvd player, spe-

cial jigsaws for the dementia resi-
dents, wheel chairs to enable
residents to be able to get around
outside. 
“The Activities coordinators are
constantly looking at new initia-
tives and ideas to brighten up ev-
eryone’s days, so there is always
something going on. There are
also many day trips out using the
minibus which is usually pro-
vided by the Association. To help
them to provide this fantastic
range of activities throughout the
whole year we make a quarterly
donation, and at Christmas we
provide funding to buy a present
for all the residents, along with
some extra treats at the Christmas
party. The Association also pro-
vides and runs a shop once a
week at the home, which is en-
joyed by all,” he added.

Court in the act 
How your £1 donation supports the
work of a home run by the  Royal 
Masonic Benevolent Institution 
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A groundbreaking first-ever gather-
ing of the heads of Masonic orders
meeting in Lincolnshire has taken
place to explore ways of collaboration
in the future.

The meeting, attended by orders with
bases in Lincolnshire, Yorkshire, and
the East Midlands, was called by Lin-
colnshire’s PGM Dave Wheeler, who

said: “From my perspective, the purpose
of the meeting was two-fold. Firstly,
being newly installed as Provincial
Grand Master and Most Excellent
Grand Superintendent, I wanted to in-
troduce myself to the Heads of other
Orders, and, secondly, I wanted to take
the opportunity to discuss how best we
can best work together in the future. 
“Obviously, Craft and Chapter are the
priorities for me, but I don’t feel there
should be any competition between any
of the Orders. If we get the Craft right
then every other Order will benefit.” 
All of the Orders were represented 
except one, because of a bereavement. 
Dave added: “An informal, interesting
and informative discussion took place.
There was no formal agenda, so that 
everyone would have the chance to 
contribute, and I certainly learned a lot
about the many side orders within
Freemasonry. 
“I ended the meeting by asking if 
everyone felt it would be useful to meet
regularly. Since the answer was a 
resounding ‘yes’, we plan to meet on an
annual basis with the next meeting
scheduled for November this year.” 

Whilst all Orders meeting in our Province feature in the Provincial Yearbook,
this diagram is a helpful guide to the intricate links between the Orders in 
Freemasonry within Lincolnshire. 

Historic meeting
paves way for 
more collaboration

Dutch Lodge Ultrajectina in Utrech
spotted PGM Dave Wheeler in this
Lincolnite video, and popped it onto
their Twitter feed (below) and 
Facebook
page. 
Members told
us: “We’re
posting 
content to
show what
Freemasonry
can be for
those inter-
ested. This was a perfect example.”

This grid is a QR code with the power
to link you instantly to our web site.
Point your smartphone’s camera at it,
and a link to the web site will appear
at the top of the screen. Try it now!

Click and connect

As well as those on Page 2, 
Communications Team members
are listed below. Pass on your
news items to them: 
Steve Shucksmith St Denys  
stdenys9032@live.co.uk 
Bob Smith Sir Joseph Banks 
rhs9282@btinternet.com
Michael Haynes Lodge of Aveland 
mhaynes9060@outlook.com
Christopher Watkin Doric 
christopher@christopherwatkin.co.uk
Neil Hollingsworth Bayons 
neilhollingsworth@btinternet.com
Dave Sharpe Pilgrim Fathers 
sharp1048@hotmail.co.uk
Jon Hollis St Godric 
jonsimonhollis@hotmail.com
Ryan Dolby Rudyard Kipling 
ryan.dolby.rd@googlemail.com
Peter Tasker Bolingbroke Castle; 
Vigilantes
petertasker1@tiscali.co.uk
Gary Hurst Olive Union; 
Banovallum LOI
grhurst.private@gmail.com
Chris Jones Round Table 
chris@build-a-future.com
Chris Fletcher Anchome 
chris@chrisfletcher.com
Dennis Holmes Lodge of Harmony 
dennis.holmes@me.com
Barry Turner Shire Lodge 
barry.turner@tiscali.co.uk
Paul Guille Lindis 
pguille1981@gmail.com
Shawn Nye Lindis 
shawnnye@btinternet.com
Andy Bagworth St Guthlac 
abagworth@aol.com
David Stiff Ancholme 
davidstiff@hotmail.com

Provincial 
Communications
team members
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ADVERTISERS Masonic Lincs is circulated to every Freemason
in Lincolnshire, and is seen by their friends and
families.  
To discuss the  benefits of advertising for as 
little as £80 per issue, contact:
Jez Hyland
07957 603604 or jez@jezhyland.co.uk
Gideon Hall
07824 808116 or gideon_hall@yahoo.com
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