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Freemasonry has a long and proud history 
of charitable giving, which continues 
today through the work of the Masonic 
Charitable Foundation.

The MCF builds better lives by encouraging 
opportunity, promoting independence 
and improving wellbeing for freemasons, 
their families and the wider community. 

The MCF relies on freemasons and their 
families to identify those in need and to 
provide the generous donations that fund 
their entire work.

Every year the MCF supports
5,000 members of the masonic  
community at a cost of over £15 million…

...and hundreds of charities with grants  
totalling £5.5 million

The MCF is your charity  
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Why should I support the 
Lincolnshire 2025 Festival Appeal?

•  Help families make ends meet when 
times get tough

•  Support people with disabilities to 
feel more independent

•   Give young people the opportunity  
to succeed in their education 

•  Provide high-quality care for older, 
disabled or seriously-ill people

•  Fund life-saving and life-changing 
medical treatment 

•  Tackle social isolation and loneliness

•  Advance ground-breaking  
medical research

By donating to the  
MCF you could…

Support in Lincolnshire 
in the last year*

122
£232,146

2
£20,000

£2,762,932 
The Royal Masonic Trust for Girls and Boys 

Dave Wheeler 
Provincial Grand Master

It’s a source of enormous 
satisfaction for me to see 
how much good is done in 
Lincolnshire by the work of the 
Masonic Charitable Foundation 
(MCF). You should all be proud 
because, without your 
contribution, the MCF’s work 
would not be possible.

Message  
from the  
PGM

* figures taken from the 2018/19 financial year
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THE 2014 LINCOLNSHIRE FESTIVAL APPEAL RAISED

WHICH RELIEVED POVERTY AND ADVANCED EDUCATION TO GIVE 
CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE THE BEST START IN LIFE.

FOR

 LOCAL CHARITIES RECEIVED 
SUPPORT, WITH GRANTS

MEMBERS OF THE MASONIC 
COMMUNITY WITH GRANTS 

THE MCF HAS SUPPORTED 

TOTALLING

TOTALLING

“The launch of our 2025 Festival marks the 
beginning of another landmark period, in 
which we are helping the MCF to continue 
encouraging opportunity, promoting 
independence and improving wellbeing 
for thousands of disadvantaged families 
and individuals, both in Lincolnshire and 
across England and Wales.  

“Whilst I would be delighted to see as 
many brethren as possible commit to 
regular giving towards our 2025 Festival 
through a Direct Debit, I recognise that we 
are all of different means, so that may not 

be possible. However, making our Festival 
a financial success is not just about giving 
money; it’s an opportunity to have fun 
with friends and family at organised 
fundraising events over the next five 
years. The festival committee has lots of 
ideas to help you in planning your events, 
and will be promoting them in the months 
ahead. We encourage you to be as creative 
as possible and help put the ‘fun’ back 
into fundraising!

“We shall honour those who contribute 
towards the festival by awarding festival 
jewels, detailed on page seven in this 
brochure. That is why the financial values 
attached to them can be achieved not 
only through donations, but significantly, 
through the totals raised by organised 
events – so if you’re an event organiser, 
whatever your event raises will count 
towards your jewel, as well as to those 
who gave you money. I hope you all are 
encouraged by our festival jewels and I 
urge everyone to wear those jewels  
with pride. 

“Remember, cumulative small sacrifices in 
our lives could make a significant 
difference in someone else’s, thanks to the 
MCF and the support for the 2025 Festival. 
Thank you all and enjoy the Festival!”

You can follow our updates on the 
Lincolnshire 2025 Festival Appeal on 
the social media, using the hashtag 
#Lincs2025.
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“Of course, we were very happy to have 
Adam and Amymae live with us, but we 
didn’t realise just how much it would 
increase our outgoings. With two extra 
mouths to feed, the electricity bills and  
the cost of running them around to and  
from school, we really did start to struggle. 
 
“Having been an almoner in Lincolnshire for 
many years, I knew all about the MCF and 
got in touch to see if they could help. 
Thankfully, the MCF could help us out, not 
only with the everyday stuff, but also with 
grants to help them take part in karate, 
swimming and gymnastics. Being able to go 
out and take part in activities has helped to 
take their minds off the difficulties they’ve 
had at home. They used to be so shy, but it’s 
brought them out of their shell, and they’re 
so much more outgoing.”

Friendship at Home is just one local charity 
supported by the MCF. Thanks to a £15,000 
grant, more than 700 lonely people in 
North-East Lincolnshire are being helped  
to achieve a better quality of life.

The charity offers one-to-one befriending 
for older people in their own homes, as  
well as social groups, exercise activities, 
telephone befriending and a range of 
dementia support services, including  
a dementia choir.

The donation from Lincolnshire 
freemasons is so important to us 
and the continuation of our 
work. It will help us cover our 
running costs so we are able  
to concentrate on the people 
who matter most: those  
we support.”  

Lyse Stephenson, 
Operational Manager for Friendship at Home

In May 2019, the MCF 
awarded an emergency 
£25,000 grant in Lincolnshire 
to support flood relief efforts. 
For more information about 
the MCF’s grants to charities 
and emergency appeals, visit:

  mcf.org.uk

Support for Lincolnshire 
freemasons: Roy’s story

Support for 
Lincolnshire charities: 
Friendship at Home

                  SINCE 2016, THE MCF HAS SUPPORTED 12 CHARITIES IN LINCOLNSHIRE, 
WITH GRANTS TOTALLING

£143,872

Eleven-year-old Adam and nine-year-old Amymae moved in with  
their grandparents, Roy and Kate in Lincolnshire, when their 
mother’s mental health declined to the point that she was unable 
to care for them.

Watch Roy sharing his own story at:

  mcf.org.uk/impact/roys-family

The MCF has been absolutely 
wonderful. There’s no question 
that the children wouldn’t 
have been able to do all these 
activities without the support 
of the MCF.” 

Roy, freemason and grandfather

IN THE LAST YEAR*, THE MCF HAS SUPPORTED

112  FREEMASONS AND THEIR FAMILY 
MEMBERS IN LINCOLNSHIRE WITH

GRANTS
TOTALLING  £232,146 to artwork

*figures taken from the 2018/19 financial year
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How can I get involved with the 
Lincolnshire 2025 Festival Appeal?

By taking just one of these three easy steps, you can make a huge difference to the 
Lincolnshire 2025 Festival Appeal and the people we support: 

Donate1 Fundraise2 Spread the word3

 
There are lots of different ways you can 
donate to the Lincolnshire 2025 Festival 
Appeal, whether it’s a single donation  
or a long-term commitment.

Donate online
Make a single donation or set up a 
regular donation:  

   mcf.org.uk/festival/lincolnshire

Donate over the phone
Make a single donation or set up  
a regular donation:

  020 3146 3345. 

Donate by text
Donate £5 by texting LINCS2025 to:

  70500

 
Use Gift Aid envelopes
The MCF can supply Gift Aid envelopes  
for alms collections, festive boards and 
other occasions; use of the envelopes  
will boost eligible donations by 25%.

Envelopes can be obtained from the  
provincial office:

  01472 870 042

Use paper forms
You can download donation forms from  
the MCF website: 

  mcf.org.uk/festival/lincolnshire

Completed forms and Gift Aid envelopes 
should be returned to:

   Relief Chest Scheme 
Masonic Charitable Foundation, 
60 Great Queen Street, 
London WC2B 5AZ

1  Donate

Small changes make a big difference!

Get in touch
For further guidance on how to donate,  
get in touch with Lincolnshire’s team:

   office@pgllincs.org

  01472 870 042

  Provincial Grand Lodge of 
Lincolnshire, Masonic Hall, 
Cambridge Road, Great Grimsby, 
North East Lincolnshire, DN34 5SZ

Individual honorifics 
The Province of Lincolnshire wants to  
say ‘thank you’ to all brethren for their 
donations to the festival, all of which 
contribute to its success.

A range of honorifics will be awarded 
depending on the level of contribution 
made, on the basis of a commitment, or 
regular payment promise. Therefore, a 
five-year direct debit mandate signed now 
and equalling the honorific amount over 
the life of the festival will mean you won’t 
have to wait five years to receive your 
festival jewel. 

The province fully understands that it may 
not be within every brother’s means to 
qualify for an honorific, and greatly 
appreciates all donations received and  
the organising, running, and taking part  
in events in support of the festival. 

Lodge awards
Lodges will be able to earn recognition 
with the achievement of Gold Awards. 
These will be based on the combined 
efforts of their members. 

Since the province aspires to raise at least 
£2.25 million, we have divided the number 
amongst all lodges*.

This has created totals unique to each lodge 
and the awards will be presented when 
members’ combined fundraising efforts 
reach the lodge’s required achievement level.

Chapters 
Chapters are of course part of our festival. 
Any support given by way of raffles, 
envelopes, events, etc. will be greatly 
appreciated and will be acknowledged. 
 
Gift Aid 
The money you give for your honorifics 
may be eligible for Gift Aid Relief, provided 
you are a taxpayer. This will add 25 per 
cent to eligible donations, at no extra  
cost to the donor.

*Lodge objectives will be based upon the 
number of members as of December 2018.

Steward: £650 
£2.50 per week, which would buy a 
Costa coffee in Scunthorpe

Vice Patron: £1,000 
£3.85 per week, or the price of a pint  
of Batemans beer in Lincoln

Patron: £1,500 
£5.77 per week, or a little more than a 
gallon of petrol from a supermarket 
forecourt anywhere in the province

Grand Patron: £2,500 
£9.62 per week, which would buy a 
portion of fish and chips and a cup of  
tea in Skegness

All sums exclude Gift Aid tax relief reclaimed 
by the MCF where applicable.
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2  Fundraise
Social or sponsored events will raise  
vital funds for the festival and it is 
important that each lodge gives careful 
consideration to planning and holding 
one or more event each year. 

Make it fun
There are many ways of taking part to raise money. 
You could arrange a quiz night or special dinner, take 
part in a daring challenge or sign up for a sponsored 
event – whatever you do, make it fun!

Make it easy
Setting up an online fundraising page takes  
just a few minutes and is an easy way for your friends  
and family to sponsor you. All the donations will go 
directly into the festival Relief Chest, saving you time  
and helping you focus on your fundraising.

Sharing your page through social media or email  
is a great way to build momentum and keep your  
friends up to date. 

Visit the MCF website to create your own online 
fundraising page:

  mcf.org.uk/festival/lincolnshire

The MCF’s sponsorship and Gift Aid forms make it easy to 
collect donations both in person and online. 

Visit the MCF website and download the donation forms  
you need to start fundraising:

  mcf.org.uk/festival/lincolnshire

  01472 870 042

Make it worth more
If you are a UK taxpayer, the MCF can reclaim  
an extra 25p for every £1 you give. It won’t  
cost you any extra – all you have to do is  
make a Gift Aid declaration.

You can find out more about Gift Aid on the  
Relief Chest Scheme resources page:

  mcf.org.uk/reliefchest/resources

Make it MCF
From running tops and water bottles, to keyrings  
and coasters, the MCF has a wide range of branded 
merchandise that will help you to get in the fundraising 
spirit and spread the word. 

Contact us to get inspired:

 office@pgllincs.org
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The Direct Debit Guarantee

• This Guarantee is offered by all banks 
and building societies that accept 
instructions to pay Direct Debits.

• If there are any changes to the amount, 
date or frequency of your Direct Debit 
The Grand Charity of the United Grand 
Lodge of England will notify you ten 
working days in advance of your 
account being debited or as otherwise 
agreed. If you request The Grand Charity 
of the United Grand Lodge of England to 
collect a payment, confirmation of the 
amount and date will be given to you at 
the time of the request.

• If an error is made in the payment of 
your Direct Debit by The Grand Charity 
of the United Grand Lodge of England 
or your bank or building society, you 
are entitled to a full and immediate 
refund of the amount paid from your 
bank or building society. If you receive 
a refund you are not entitled to, you 
must pay it back when The Grand 
Charity of the United Grand Lodge of 
England asks you to.

•  You can cancel a Direct Debit at any 
time by simply contacting your bank or 
building society. Written confirmation 
may be required. Please also notify us.

 
 

3  Spread the word!

Telling people about the MCF is one of the 
easiest ways you can make a difference  
to the 2025 Festival Appeal, and 
freemasons and their families. 

The 2025 Festival Appeal is not just a 
chance to raise vital funds for the MCF;  
it is also an opportunity to educate every 
member of Lincolnshire’s masonic 
community about the support available 
and the work carried out in your area, so 
that if anyone ever finds themselves in 
need, they know that they can approach 
the MCF.

To find out more about the MCF’s impact 
in your area visit: 

  impact.mcf.org.uk/yourcommunity

Get online
Keep up to date with all the latest MCF 
news by subscribing to their newsletter  
or following them on social media.  
By connecting with the MCF online, you 
can easily comment on stories and share 
them with friends and family, helping to 
spread the word.

Get out and about
The MCF has a wide range of resources, 
including leaflets, posters, banner stands,  
a presentation and branded merchandise 
to help you raise awareness among  
the freemasons and within the  
wider community.

Visit the MCF’s Publications and Resources 
page to find out more:

  mcf.org.uk/resources 

  mcf.org.uk/sign-up

  @themcf

  @Masonic_Charity

  @masonic_charity

  MasonicCharitableFoundation
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Aspiring dancer Chloe had always dreamed of a career 
on the stage, and worked hard to secure a place at the 
prestigious Urdang performing arts academy. 

I can’t put into words how 
grateful I am. I wish I could sit 
down and thank everyone who 
has helped me in any way – those 
who donate, the almoner, the 
staff. I am eternally grateful.”

Chloe

Soon after accepting her place, 
Chloe developed severe pains in 
her foot that left her struggling to  
walk. After several tests, Chloe was told  
that she would need to have an operation. 
Facing a lengthy NHS wait, Chloe was 
forced to leave her dance school and her 
hopes of a career on the stage appeared to  
be dashed. 

Chloe’s dad, a freemason, confided in his  
lodge almoner who suggested they apply for 
support from the MCF. The MCF were able to 
support Chloe by funding her operation, and 
within five weeks Chloe was back on track to 
re-join Urdang the following year.

To read more personal stories about the impact 
that the MCF has made to people’s lives, visit:

  mcf.org.uk/real-life-stories
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Financial
• Essential daily  

living expenses

• Help through a 
personal crisis

• Funeral bills

• Emergency  
home repairs

Health
• Medical treatment

• Mobility aids

• Counselling

• Home adaptations

Family
• Educational 

expenses for 
children

• University costs

• Support for 
exceptional talent 
in music, sport or 
the performing arts

Care
• RMBI homes*

• Respite care

• Guidance and 
support  
from professional 
advisers

The MCF can provide a wide range of help and support for 
financial, health, family and care-related needs including:

Support for freemasons 
and their families 

*Homes are operated by RMBI Care Co, part of the 
MCF. Services are available to people with either 
private or public funding. For more information,  
visit rmbi.org.uk/funding-your-care

Can the MCF help you?
For advice about the support  

available, eligibility and how to apply,  
speak to your lodge almoner or contact 

the MCF enquiries team today:

0800 035 60 90  

help@mcf.org.uk   

mcf.org.uk  
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For freemasons, for families, for everyone 
60 Great Queen Street | London | WC2B 5AZ 
Tel: 020 3146 3333 | info@mcf.org.uk 
mcf.org.uk

Keep up to date with all the latest  
Lincolnshire 2025 Festival Appeal news:
 

  pgllincs.org

  mcf.org.uk/festival/lincolnshire

  @LincolnshireFreemasons

  @lincsmasonic

Charity number 1164703. Company number 09751836.

Follow us on social media: #Lincs2025


