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making a new impression
Artist Lissie Hollis helps Freemasonry
to go public by painting our Imp as
part of Lincoln’s latest Trail – page 5

travelling in time for

doric’s 200th

masonic life under

bringing it

suspension home

Ralf Galloway’s playlet shows us
what happened when a surgeon,
a flamboyant playwright, and
an architect went into a
pub… – page 4

Almost two months after the
Grand Master’s suspension
decision, Dave Wheeler
reflects on its impact on our
activities so far – page 2

Latest donation
supports county
-wide cancer care
in patients’ own
homes – page 8
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message from
the province

Rest assured that this seemingly interminable four-month
suspension of our activities will eventually pass.
The unique emergency in which we find ourselves has drawn an equallyunique response from the Masonic community. I was heartened to see
the positive way our members sought out new ways to communicate;
supporting those less able to help themselves, not only our members, but
also the wider community.
I’ve been encouraged to hear of Whatsapp groups and buddy networks
being set up, and the Zoom video facility. Hopefully their legacy will be
a more connected community of Freemasons. However, good though
technology is, we must continue to pay special attention to those without
access to email or other communications technology, and make sure they
are not overlooked. The telephone is still a wonderful tool – and maybe
even writing a letter may have the desired effect!
As the crisis continues, don’t believe everything you read in the media –
mainstream or social. No-one is helped by continuing messages of doom
coming from those driven by personal agendas. I’d urge everyone to stay
positive.
That doesn’t mean there hasn’t been disappointing news; of course there
has. The suspension has meant some major Lincolnshire events could not
take place. The consecration of Free Wheelers Lodge 9991, our
Provincial meetings, and the eagerly-anticipated Concert in the Castle
were amongst a list of things which fell by the wayside – but rest
assured, these were postponements, not cancellations. We already have
October 22nd in the diary for the Provincial meetings, but more details
will be published in due course.
These most recent events were in danger of overshadowing our buoyant
start to the year and the launch of our #Lincs2025 Festival. I’d like to say
a huge ‘thank you’ to everyone who made the effort to get to our
Provincial HQ for it, and to the senior members of the Freemasons’
charity the MCF who were there to support us.
But although I’m extremely grateful for that, my thanks are insignificant
alongside those of the people who matter the most – the people we’ve
helped. Charity representatives joined us for lunch at the launch, and
were pleased to have had the opportunity to say ‘thank you’ in person,
and were overwhelmed by the commitment and enthusiasm shown.
They should be at the heart of our Festival. There are also our own
brethren and their families whose lives may have been turned upside
down by misfortune of one kind or another, or non-Freemasons with
nowhere to sleep tonight, whose lives are restricted by disability, or
would otherwise be living with the burden of loneliness, even in their
own homes.
As the National Lottery advertising used to say: ‘It could be you.’ If it
were me, I’d like to think that someone would have helped.
New information on the web site
Provincial webmaster Chris Bradley has tweaked the web site to bring
the Festival more in to focus, changing the address in the process to
www.lincolnshirefreemasons.org. He has squeezed in lots of useful
information, including how to make a regular donation. These regular
small donations will be the bread and butter of meeting our aspiration of
raising £2.25m over five years; everything else is a bonus – part of
which is the enjoyment I hope you’ll get from Festival events.
And finally, my sincere congratulations to those appointed to Grand
Rank; we list them on Page 10.

Dave Wheeler

David Wheeler
Provincial Grand Master & Grand Superintendent
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Fare play! Tony
pulls the plug on
his Provincial taxi
tour – but he’ll be
back next year!
Lindsey Lodge member
Tony O’Brien has pulled
the plug on what would
have been a landmark
tour of Lincolnshire in a
golden London taxi.

Tony and his team in the golden cab of the ‘So Moter It Be’ rally

Be part of something

extra special
The most important thing about the
Lincs2025 Festival is you. That’s the
message from PGM Dave Wheeler, who
says it’s the perfect opportunity to get
involved with different events and have fun
doing it – when the current difficuties are
over, and we’re alowed to mix socially
again.

“Of course we’d like people to make regular
small donations throughout the life of the
Festival to help us towards our aspirational
goal of £2.25m – but the Festival is a five-year
opportunity to get together with friends and do
things you wouldn’t otherwise have the chance
to do, and to have fun doing them,” he said.
But speaking to more than 160 people at the
launch event, he added: “Representatives of all
of the organisations helped by the
Freemasons’ charity the MCF would tell you
that with your help we are making a
significant difference to the lives of people
deserving of support. I have every confidence
that if all the Freemasons in the Province of
Lincolnshire commit to having a good time,
and contributing whatever small amount they
can on a regular basis, we’ll meet our
aspiration – and I’m happy to thank them in
advance.
“The Festival represents a fantastic
opportunity to further bring together our
members, wives, partners, family, and friends.

#Lincs2025

‘Make it about having fun,’
urges PGM as 160 gather
to launch our five-year
#Lincs2025 Festival
I hope that eventually we’ll all get involved
and be happy and successful together. The end
of the Festival is no time to look back and
regret having not been part it.”
The turnout for the Festival’s launch delighted
Chairman Jez Hyland from Horncastle. He
said: “There was a tremendous buzz in the
room with so many people not only attending,
but being positive about what we aim to
achieve. It was especially useful to have
representatives of some of the charities we’ve
already helped join us for lunch, so members
could hear first hand the positive difference
we have been able to make at the ‘sharp end’,
where the important work really happens.”
The money raised will be channelled into the
Masonic Charitable Foundation, which will
make sure it gets to the point of need to
improve the quality of life in the communities
in which the Freemasons meet.
Chairman of the MCF trustees James Newman
said the charity would award about 40,000
grants during the five years of the Festival.
“Everything we do is in your name,” he said.
MAY 2020

He’d invested in the cab to
tour the Province as a
#Lincs2025 Festival
fundraiser – but Covid-19
restrictions have given him
no option than to park the
plan – and the taxi – for
now.
A pub-based discussion had
called the event the
‘SOMOTErITBE’ rally,
with a plan to cover every
Masonic centre in Lincolnshire on the weekend of
July 3rd to 5th.
Says Tony: “It’s very sad
but the right thing to do, but
it was prudent was to cancel
the rally for this year and
concentrate of 2021.”
Next year, as this would
have been, the event will be
open to all Lincolnshire
Freemasons, families, and
friends. The rally consists of
two classes – ‘Banger’ (for
vehicles less than £1,000)
and ‘any other vehicle’.
“Teams are of up to four
people (or more if the
vehicle will allow) and
Lodges can enter as many
teams as they wish.
Motorcycles are most
welcome to join in,” he
added.
l It’s been tough time for
Tony; as well as the
motoring event, he’d ben
organising a skydive, but as
Masonic Lincs went to
press that looked like being
postponed too.
Cheer Tony up by getting in
touch if you’d like to get
involved in either next year
Email his at:
tonyobrien72@yahoo.com

3 MASONICLINCS

Masonic Lincs May 2020.qxp_Layout 1 24/03/2020 11:27 Page 4

travellers

in time
The Franklin Lodge of
Improvement 2019 Festival in
Boston was an extra-special
event – not only was it the
800th meeting, but it was also
the last as Preceptor for W Bro
Colin Pape, who had been in
the role helping to make good
men better for 21 years. Thank
you, Colin!

A donation of almost £80,000
has been given to Freemasons
in Australia to help them
support people who have lost
everything in the bushfires that
ravaged the country. The
money has come from the
Freemasons’ charity the MCF,
and been sent to the three
states most badly affected by
the blaze: New South Wales,
Victoria and South Australia.
The unprecedented fires saw
27 deaths, with 2,136 homes
destroyed in New South Wales
alone. Thousands are living in
more than a dozen large
evacuation centres, having
been forced to flee the blaze.
Meanwhile, hundreds of homes
and businesses have been lost
in Victoria and South Australia.
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Brethren from Grantham’s Doric
Lodge are taken back 200 years
for a unique birthday party

A flamboyant playwright, a surgeon,
and an architect went into a pub…
No, not the opening line of a 19thcentury stand-up comedian’s routine,
but the starting point for a potted
history of the birth of Grantham’s
Doric Lodge.

It was written by the Lodge’s current
IPM Ralf Galloway, seated right, who
had based a playlet on early Lodge
minutes, casting himself and other
Doric members in the principal roles.
It was performed at the Lodge’s 200th
birthday party; its roles those of people
who had been at the first meeting,
including John Langwith, the Lodge’s
first master. Ralf had the character say:
“I must tell you that this is the second
Doric Lodge that I am involved with, as
I was also part of the first or Old Doric
Lodge founded in 1791 which lasted for
only five years.
“Do not ask what happened. Well, if
you really want to know… We just did
not get on! I mean the Doric Lodge
members and the Provincial Grand
Master William Peters, that is. No, we
did not see eye to eye. We were even
accused of contumacy. Google it if you
do not know what that means… sorry,

of course you
can’t do that in
the 19th
century. It
means a wilful
disregard for
authority. I
mean, honestly.
“The last thing
we want is for
somebody to name a Lodge after him,”
he added, with a wink to members of
the current William Peters Lodge,
which also meets in Grantham.
He went on: “Anyway, let bygones be
bygones, I say. My advice would be: try
to get on with your Provincial Grand
Master. Seriously! It doesn’t matter
whether he is a clergyman, a solicitor or
even, God help us, a constable.” This
time with a nod towards the current
PGM Dave Wheeler, a former police
officer.
“This right worshipful Lodge stands
open in the name of God and the holy
Saint John, forbidding all cursing and
swearing, and whispering, and all
profane discourse whatever, under no
less a penalty than the majority of the
brothers and fellows here present shall
think proper.”

our deﬁbrillators are used in three emergencies

Defibrillators mounted outside
Lincolnshire’s 21 masonic buildings
have been used in three real life
emergencies – and the first of a series of
courses run to broaden the number
people with hands-on experience of
using them have taken place.
Run by LIVES – Lincolnshire
Integrated Voluntary Emergency
Services – at the Nightingale Rooms in
Lincoln 15 members from the city’s
lodges took part in the first training
session for the Province.
Phil Spicksley from Barton is

organising the training. He said: “It is
important that all lodges and
progressive degree members support
this initiative. Lodge secretaries will be
circulating future dates for each centre,
and I’d urge as many people as possible
to take time to attend and receive this
valuable information; it could save a
brother’s life.”
All centres will be visited this year, and
this will be followed by a rolling
programme of follow-up training. Dates
for these sessions will be published in
due course.
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Province leads
the way as Imp
Trail sponsor

dpdpdpd

Ralf’s reference to why the Lodge,
having originally met at the Angel,
decided to move to the Granby Inn, was
something 21st-century Freemasons
would be able to understand. He said:
“There is something wrong with this
beer. It smells like old socks and tastes
like vermin’s urine. Get a dispensation
from the APGM to change from the
Angel to the Granby Inn. The beer is
better, and it’s a halfpenny cheaper.”
Christopher Watkin, playing the part of
playwright Frederick Fortescue, author
of the unlikely-sounding ‘Gonzalo the
Spanish Bandit’, got closer to the beer
than he’d planned. Drinking a mock
toast with enthusiasm, he threw into his
own face a cupful of water – causing
hilarity all round.
Wearing their tricorn hats the acting
brethren gathered around for the reveal
Ruth Curry took her once-in-fouryears chance at the St Hugh Lodge
ladies’ night in Lincoln when she
proposed to James Barling – and
he said yes!
She chose her moment towards the
end of the event at the Lincoln
Hotel, and popped the question on
the dance floor, much to his
surprise. But she needn’t have
worried; Lodge treasurer James
accepted her leap year suggestion.
Best wishes to both of them from
the whole Province!

of a tracing board, of which the John
Langwith character said: “Before you
leave, Brethren take a look at the
tracing board. I have delineated for your
instruction and guidance one of the core
values of Freemasonry. One that is not
mentioned often enough and of which,
as such, the uninitiated and popular
world has no knowledge.”
Said one of the brethren: “But WM, that
is a Smiley face!”
Langwith replied: “Stupid boy. It might
be a Smiley face to you. But as we are
not all operative Masons but rather free
and accepted or speculative we apply
that Smiley face to our morals. And in
this sense it represents happiness!”
A potted history of the Lodge was given
to members at the Festive Board, and is
shared on the Provincial web site for
others to read.

Freemasonry in Lincolnshire will
take a higher profile next summer
thanks to our decision to sponsor an
Imp on the latest trail to be
launched in Lincoln – the same year
as we embark on our 2025 Festival.
We’ll be sharing the cost with the
Freemasons’ charity the MCF, and
with formal commitment to
sponsorship having been made, artist
Lissie Hollis began painting in early
February. We’re also working on
where it will be sited, and what
information about Freemasonry will be
included in a leaflet and an app about
the trail, to be launched on July 4th.
PGM Dave Wheeler said sponsorship
of an Imp was appropriate since the
trail, being organised by the Lincoln
Business Improvement Group –
LincolnBIG for short – was in support
of St Barnabas Hospice, and
Freemasonry was a long-term
supporter of the hospice movement
both nationally and locally.
What’s more, the sponsorship
arrangement co-incides with the first
year of our next five-year Festival.
Dave added: “We were one of the
earliest to commit to Imp sponsorship,
and we have done so because we
believe people aren’t generally aware
of the financial support Freemasonry
provides to the wider community. It's
time for us to share that story more
widely, and as the statistics from
earlier trails, shown below, clearly
demonstrate, this is a high-profile way
to do it. The public will be able to see,
through our own donations and our
work with the Masonic Charitable
Foundation, that every year
Freemasonry gives substantial sums of
money to worthwhile causes in our
Province.”

number
crunching

210,000 Barons Trail visitors
67,694 people reached on Facebook
88,000 website views

280,000 Knights Trail visitors
247,842 people reached on Facebook
140,000 website views
£344,800 raised for charity through
auction sales of the figures
MAY 2020
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Two years of National Service
in the army were the making of
Deeping St James Freemason
Brian Holdich – who has
decided that telling his story
will now help boost the #Lincs
2025 fund.
Brian has written a book – his
seventh – called ‘My National
Service – the Making of a
Man’, which he’s offering for
sale around the Province for
just £10.
Says St Guthlac Lodge
member Brian: “I was 19 when
I was called up to do two
years’ National Service in the
Army. The book describes the
trials and tribulations of a
soldier’s service life.”
Brian was in not one but two
regiments – the
Northamptonshires and the
Essex Regiment – and spent
much of his time before the
colours in Hong Kong, where
duties involved patrolling the
border between there and
China.
He was posted to eight
countries, and also spent a lot
of time at sea aboard troop
ships, travelling about 28,000
miles.
“My National Service was an
education of sorts, and I
wouldn’t have missed it for the
world,” he added.
l If you’d like a copy of Brian’s
book, he’ll happily post one out
to you for £10 including p&p.
Please send a cheque, made
payable to him, to Brian
Holdich, 4 Elm Close, Market
Deeping, Peterborough, PE6
8JN. If you’d like it to be
signed, please send a cheque
for £15 instead.
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Terminally-ill Greg Stratford
isn’t letting his medical
problems get in the way of
raising money for St
Andrew’s Hospice in
Grimsby.

Lovely

jubbly!

The latest adventure he’s got
involved with roped in not
only his brother-in-law Alan
Rowson again but also North
Lincolnshire Mayor Coun Terry Walker
to be part of a re-enactment of the
iconic Fools and Horses Batman and
Robin episode featuring Sir David Jason
and Nick Lyndhurst. Greg tells the
story...
The girls at the butchers (affectionately
known as the Birkett Babes) learned
that Alan and I had been to the panto in
Hull dressed as elves, and asked if I
would pop in dressed as the elf. That’s
where the Days of Madness started, as
my daughter suggested I should do it
and try and raise few pounds for charity
so that’s what we did. I spent all day
dressed as the elf raising funds for St
Andrew’s Hospice in Grimsby.
St Andrew’s continued to monitor my
condition and found that a cancer in my

“

eye had moved to my liver, and I went
on a drugs trial. During that my eye got
worse and had to be removed, which is
where that year’s Day of Madness came
from – the theme had to be Pirates.
Then I had chemotherapy – using drugs
also used to treat ovarian cancer, so our
theme the following year was to be The
Two Ugly Sisters. My sister created two
incredible panto costumes, the treatment
stopped, and the fund raising went
ahead.
At the end of 2018 I was informed that
my prognosis was not perfect, so to
speak, and, after aother round of chemo,
I was told nothing else could be done
for me. My wife was against the Days
of Madness antics, but I insisted I
wanted to continue our fundraising, and
we decided we would be Batman and
Robin this year.
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Greg as Batman and brother-in-law Alan as Robin

Picture: Grimsby Telegraph/GrimsbyLive

Gin distiller’s
gesture is
a real tonic
for Lincoln

Re-creation of Sir David Jason’s
Batman story helps terminally-ill
Greg raise even more money
for St Andrew’s Hospice
I had this crazy idea. I asked if the
Mayor was prepared to be in a reenactment of the scene, and he said
yes. Off we went to create a parody
we called ‘Only Two Fools and No
Horses’.
This year we raised almost £9,500,
and since December 2016 to date we
will have raised more than £15,000,
capped off by an incredible night at
the town hall with a capacity of 170
guests, when we ended with a
standing ovation. I think the alcohol
may have taken over by then...”
Stewart Oxborough, Secretary of
Lord Worsley Lodge and Scribe E of
Lord Worsley Chapter, both of
which Greg is a member of, said:
“Greg’s spark also ignites us all. His
determination and amazing bursts of
energy to do these acts is really

phenomenal. They take their toll on
him physically afterwards, but he is
always thinking of others and what
else he can do.
“We are amazed that despite the
terminal diagnosis and resulting loss
of his eye, massive bouts of chemo
and radiotherapy he has not only
lasted this long but manages to
accomplish so much fundraising too.
‘Awe’ is a word often used in the
modern idiom, but we are held in
nothing less than total awe for our
Brother and Companion in Lord
Worsley Lodge and Chapter..”
l To support Greg and Alan's
fundraiser, visit their JustGiving
page. Search for Greg Stratford at
www.JustGiving.com
l See the video on line at:
https://youtu.be/ssDsnyj6yCw

Lincoln Gin founder Matt Felgate has turned
business problems caused by coronavirus into a
positive for vulnerable people around the city.
He'll be making hand sanitiser that he plans to
give away to people who need it most. Faced
with the sudden loss of customers for his gin,
and the cancellation of 17 events at which he
would have been promoting and selling his
product, he was left with 50 litres of highstrength alcohol he could't use.
But Matt, a member of St Hugh Lodge in
Lincoln, said: "With some very emotionally
charged times ahead for all of us we wanted to
put our talents and resources to good use, and
decided to use our high strength alcohol to
make hand sanitiser instead of gin at The
Lincoln Distillery.
"We plan on making more, in larger quantities,
and to give it to those working with or caring
for individuals who are vulnerable or have
underlying health problems."
He said the he'd ordered in extra ingredients to
convert the alcohol into hand gel, as well as
bottles to put it into ready for distribution, and
is being bombarded with ideas from customers
about community groups, care workers, elderly
neighbours, and other vulnerable people who
could benefit from it.

l Lindis member Paul Trevor from Boston
has stepped up and committed himself to the
#Lincs2025 Festival cause not only by finding
a gallon whisky bottle for contributions to the
Change for the Better Festival initiative, but
also by volunteering to collect contributions
from centres in the south of the Province.
Change for the Better is a means of
‘harvesting’ all those left-over scraps of foreign
currency lurking in the backs of drawers
somewhere in the house. Said Provincial
Communications Officer Stuart Pearcey: “The
banks won’t take it, but we will. That means
money you’d already ‘written off’ as useless to
you is worth something to #Lincs2025;
convertable to pounds and pence, ultimately to
support worthwhile causes in Lincolnshire.”
l Is the collecting box at your centre full, or
nearly so? If you’re in the south of the
Province please contact Paul Trevor on
paultrevor@aol.com, or in the north contact
Stuart Pearcey on stuart@wordsman.co.uk.
Between them they’ll make an arrangement to
collect coins from you.
MAY 2020
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Barry hands over secretary’s role on provincial social
Barry Topliss handed over the LMSC
Secretary’s position to Gary Limb at
the AGM held at Skegness Masonic
Hall.

Chairman Bruce Goodman presented
Barry with a LMSC Certificate of service
depicting his gift, and flowers to his wife
Carole to mark over 33 years’ membership
for them both. The Chairman told the
meeting, attended by over 70 linkmen and
ladies, that Barry had been a member of
the Social Committee since 1987 when it
was set up to support the 1991 Craft Fes-

tival and raised £33,000. At the milestone,
because they’d had such an enjoyable
time a few Freemasons and their wives
decided to carry on.
Since then the many enjoyable events has
enabled the Social Committee to donate
well over another £100,000 to Charity.
Over those years Barry has been Assistant Secretary, organiser of many events
including the yearly Sunday Lunch and
Concerts, and the last 12 years as Secretary. It’s not goodbye as Barry will continue to organise events the next being the
Sunday Lunch at Hemswell on 7th June.

For those in

peril...
W Bro Pat Grisdale received his 60-year Certificate from
Assistant Provincial Grand Master W Bro Bruce Goodman at
a meeting of Glanford Vale Lodge. Pat was initiated into
Gospatrick Lodge Cumberland and Westmorland Province
on 15th December 1959, and moved to Brigg in Lincolnshire
in 1968. He joined Ancholme Lodge, and was not only a
Founder Member of Glanford Vale Lodge, but also its first
Secretary. Pictured are, from left: W Bro Keith Lacey, W Bro
Goodman, W Bro Pat Grisdale and the Glanford Vale WM W
Bro Barry Robinson.

MASONICLINCS 8 MAY 2020

Donation of an inshore lifeboat
called The Holland Family
strengthens family connection
with RNLI station at Skegness
Grantham Freemason Robert Holland and his
family have written another chapter in the history
of their connection with the Skegness lifeboat.

Robert a member of Sir Isaac Newton Lodge at
Gratham, has given the RNLI an inshore rescue boat for the
station, It has been named The Holland Family in recognition
of the long-standing family connection with the lifeboat and the
town in which his father was born.
Robert said his original plan had been to name it the David and
Sheila Holland in memory of his parents, who had been
generous in their business and commitment to the community.
He said: “My sister Susan and I will always be indebted to our
parents, and it seemed that when looking for a memorial to
them that the opportunity to give this boat to this station as a
living memorial was too good to miss.”
But on further reflection, he recalled childhood trips to
Skegness, which always included a trip to the lifeboat station
where his father’s cousin Ken Holland served as coxswain of
an earlier lifeboat. “He was the family hero, and we all had
huge respect for him. That respect continues today.” The
current crew includes Ken’s son Trevor, who is the head
launcher of the present all-weather lifeboat, and has 41 years’
RNLI service to his credit.
“Therefore, having discussed with my sister Susan we felt it
entirely appropriate to call the boat The Holland Family. It
encompasses all members of the Holland family, and we feel
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‘We must call out negativity’, says
uGLe communications manager

Freemasons should be bolder in calling out
negativity about what we do, says Shaun
Butler, Communications Manager at the
United Grand Lodge of England.

organisation.” He said the ‘Enough is
Enough’ campaign from a couple of years
ago had been the turning point. “We want to
make people think that Freemasonry is as
normal as going to the pub or to a football
Speaking at a Communications Workshop in
match,” he added.
Lincoln he said the new stance would be for
He said Chief Exec David Staples, the UGLE
us to be more proactive in countering any
Grand Secretary, had instigated a new
falsehoods about Freemasonry.
communications structure with a simple
He said: “We can’t let people continue to talk objective: ‘to focus on getting the court of
rubbish about us. We need to counteract what public opinion on our side’.
they say, and present a true picture of our
Shaun was presenting his 33rd workshop on
communications, this
time to a group from
across Lincolnshire.
He brought people up
to speed with the
changes taking place
in the Comms team at
Grand Lodge, and
then offered support
to people committed
to communications
effort around the UK.
His advice included
an end to using
Masonic ranks when
writing for nonMasonic audiences
(‘people don’t
understand them, and
are turned off’);
saying ‘members’ and
not ‘brethren’ (it’s a
turn-off too, it
seems), and turning
From left: Assistant Provincial Grand Master Peter Brooks,
to PCO Stuart
Robert Holland, his son Edward, and brother-in-law Andy
Pearcey for help.
Hodgson with the new boat and members of its crew.
Said Shaun: “He
knows what we need,
and how best to
sure they will take pride in the boat that carries the family
deliver it.”
name.”
PGM Dave Wheeler
Before being taken out by the crew to be put through its paces,
said: “I thoroughly
the boat was named by Robert’s son Lt Cmdr Edward Holland,
enjoyed Shaun’s
Christmas merrymaking by
a member of his father’s lodge, where Robert’s brother-in-law
presentation, which
members and guests at
Andy Hodgson is Worshipful Master. The connection with
was both entertaining
Crowle-based Vermuyden
Freemasonry goes on with the Skegness Lifeboat Station
and informative. I
Lodge 9482 has raising £475
Operations Manager Alan Fisher, who is a member of St
received many
for Lindsey Lodge Hospice in
Clement Lodge in Skegness.
positive comments
Scunthorpe.
The lifeboat will remain in service in Skegness for at least ten
from those who
The money was presented to
years.
attended, and I felt
Fundraising Officer April
Robert added: “It warms my heart to know that this boat will
that everyone there,
Buttrick by WM Barrie
help crew to keep the waters around Skegness safe. We saw
including the
Graham, who said: “Thanks
this D-class lifeboat being built.
‘experienced’ digital
again to all who donated
“It is undoubtedly the best of its kind. This crew deserves
media users gained
prizes at our Christmas lunch
nothing less. I wish them God speed in all their endeavours to
an awful lot from the
and carol concert.”
the great cause of saving life.”
session.”
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Calling Mark Masons:
Bring other brethren
to experience the
‘Magic of the Mark’

A ‘Magic of the Mark’ event is due to take place
at St Oswald's Lodge in Scunthorpe on Tuesday
10th November.
The evening is part of the awareness initiative
being launched by our Provincial
 Grand Master
who is keen that Master Masons in the Province
are aware of the Mark degree and the
advancement in Masonic knowledge that it can
give along with the added fellowship that we
share as Mark Master Masons.

 
The intention is for Mark Master Masons to
invite Master Masons along to the evening as
their guests with the added incentive that a free
meal will be provided for the Master Masons
who attend and also for the Mark Master Masons
who invite them along - who says nothing is free
in Masonry!
Mark PGM Stephen Hallberg said: “This is an
important initiative for us as a Mark Province
and for the evening to be a success, it obviously
needs us as members of the Mark degree to
support it, and it is hoped that a good number of
Master Masons will be introduced to the degree
in this way.
“Brethren, please therefore, look at members of
your Craft Lodges and if there is anybody you
consider may be interested, ask them - they can
only say ‘no thanks’, and you may be even be
surprised.”
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Grand rank appointments
The following Grand Lodge and
Grand Chapter appointments
have been made:
First appointments; Craft
Terry WRIGHT: PAGDC
Malcolm BILTON: PGStB
Pete TONG: PGStB
Promotions 
John WARWICK: PJGD
Reappointments
Rev John SPRIGGS: DepGChap





Hygienic handshake: Bob
Smith, centre, is congratulated
on his potential world-record
parachute jump by Pro Grand
Master Peter Lowndes, second
left, and Grand Secretary
David Staples, watched by W
Bro Mike Carter.

First appointments;
Supreme Grand Chapter
Trevor CLINGAN: PGStB
Bruce GOODMAN: PGStB

Dave Wheeler, Provincial Grand
Master and Grand Superintendent,
said the appointments were all
richly deserved, and reflected hard
work and dedication by the
individuals involved. “I offer my
congratulations to them all,” he said.

Bob’s skydive
could turn him
into a world
record holder

Will Bob Smith be the oldest Freemason
ever to make a parachute jump for
charity? To be honest, we don’t know,
but since he’ll be making the jump
about a week before his 85th birthday,
we’re willing to make that claim on his
behalf, and wait to be proved wrong.
Bob, a member of Sir Joseph Bank
Daylight Lodge in Lincolnshire, shared
news of his planned jump with Pro
Grand Master Peter Lowndes and Grand
Sectretary David Staples just before the
March Quarterly Communication
meeting at Great Queen Street.
Peter complimented Bob on his
dedication to Freemasonry, and wished
him well for the jump. Bob said: “We
spent a very enjoyable 15 minutes in
their company, and M W Bro Lowndes
asked that we keep his PA informed so
that he could mention it at a future
meeting.”
Bob is jumping to raise money for
#Lincs2025, and you can sponsor him in
person or on line here:
https://E0151.everyday
hero.com/uk/team-robert-henry
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We’ll meet again,
say Barton lodge
members

reaching for

the sky
Provincial Grand Masters from
Lincolnshire and Nottinghamshire
have come together to give £8,000 to
the Air Ambulance serving both
Provinces.

That’s £4,000 from each Province,
given via the Freemasons’ charity the
Masonic Charitable Foundation by
Dave Wheeler from Lincolnshire and
Philip Marshall from Nottinghamshire,
who visited the ambulance HQ at RAF
Waddingham near Lincoln to make the
donation.
This particular air ambulance service –
which receives no government funding

Philip Casey of Ermine Lodge has
been given his 50-year Certificate
by Assistant Provincial Grand
Master Bruce Goodman and Lodge
Secretary John Packard. Philip was
initiated inNovember 1969 in Royal
Union Lodge No 382 in Middlesex,
and joined Ermine Lodge when he
settled in this area.

Provinces
unite to give
cash to air
ambulance
that saves
lives in both

– is now in its 25th year, during which
it has flown more than 20,500
missions.
And the pressure from that complete
reliance on public donations for its
very existence has recently grown, with
the adoption of a round-the-clock
service that means keeping the
helicopter and its crew in the air will
cost £4m a year.
Dave said: “There can hardly be a more
appropriate phrase than ‘life-saving’ to
describe the work of the crew of the
Lincs and Notts Air Ambulance – and
that’s not just the pilots and paramedics
who help severely-injured people
throughout our two Provinces, but also
those who help keep the service flying
through all the backroom work
necessary to sustain the levels of
funding necessary.”
Philip said: “The backroom team
includes the Freemasons of our two
Provinces because of the donations we
make. Whilst we don’t have the skills
necessary to be part of the crew, being
able to give much-needed funds
through the Masonic Charitable
Foundation is equally vital. We never
know who is going to need these
services next.”
Dave added: “Being able to make our
donation alongside brethren from a
neighbouring Province made this
donation even more appropriate and
enjoyable.”

Members of the Lodge of
Established Order are looking
beyond the current difficulties and
invoking the spirit of the 1940s with
a themed event planned for
November this year.
It’s to take place on Friday 6th
November at the village hall in
Goxhill near Barton at the northern
end of the Province, and is being
staged to raise money for the
#Lincs2025 Festival.
Starting at 7pm for 7.30, there’s to
be a an ‘air raid shelter’ singalong
followed by a pie, mash and pea
supper with sweet, all to be
followed by entertainment and
dancing.
Neither fun nor tickets – priced at
£20 – are on ration. For more
details contact Graham Steen on
graham@gsteen.co.uk

Trevor PeACoCk of Bourne’s
Lodge of Aveland has been
presented with his certificate to
mark 50 years in Freemasonry by
Lodge Liaison Officer Ken Gilman.
Trevor was initiated into Peace
Lodge 3936 in Middlesbrough in
February 1969, joined Hereward
Lodge in Bourne 1979, and
became a Founder Member and
Petitioner for Lodge of Aveland,
and was the organist when it was
consecrated in February 1983.
Trevor continued as Organist for
the lodge until 1986, but took on
the role again in 2004, and has
held it ever since. In between
these periods Trevor filled many of
the offices in the lodge, including
Almoner and Secretary, and was
its Master in 1987 – 1988.
MAY 2020
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Mike helps to
present cash to
hospice that
cared for his wife

A Freemason whose wife died of
cancer has helped to present a
donation to the Butterfly Hospice.
Mike Holmes’ wife Barbara was
cared for by the Boston-based
Hospice in 2018, which is why Mike
wanted to be part of the presentation
of funds from the Freemasons’
charity the Masonic Charitable
Foundation.

Lincolnshire’s Provincial Charity
Steward Pete Tong said: “This
donation of £330 is a relatively small
one, but we need to remember that
every donation helps to provide a
caring service that any one of us could
need at some point in our lives.”
Mike said: “The Butterfly Hospice
deserves our support it provides an
excellent facility for everyone at a time
of most need. Staff there not only
cared for my wife Barbara, but also
cared for me and ensured I was
comfortable in my own mind that
everything possible was being done. I
am very pleased that the MCF has
been able to support the people who
supported me.”
This donation was accepted by Bridget
MacPherson, Chief Executive Officer
of The Butterfly Hospice Trust. She
said: “The support of local
organisations and funders enables
Butterfly Hospice in Boston to keep its
doors open to those who need our
service – be it in palliative care, for
symptom-control or at end of life.
“Our patients and their families
deserve individualised, specialist care
from our wonderful nursing team. We
also extend our thanks to our partners,
Lincolnshire Community Health
Service for the excellent service they
provide at the hospice.
“It has been heart-warming to receive a
donation from the Masonic Charitable
Foundation, but meeting Mike Holmes
in happier circumstances makes it all
the more special for the staff team. We
thank the Freemasons for awarding
this sum to our charity; it will truly
make a difference to our families and
their loved ones.”
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Pictured in the St Barnabas Hospice In-patient Unit are, from left: Provincial
Charity Steward Pete Tong, Ward Manager Sue Carter, Community Fundraiser
Rebecca Hooton, and PGM Dave Wheeler.

a community

of caring

Care for cancer sufferers as far afield
as Louth and King’s Lynn has been
given a helping hand by the
Freemasons’ charity the MCF.

A donation of just over £1,900 has been
handed to Lincoln’s St Barnabas Hospice
in-patient unit as a contribution to the
£12million-pound-a-year costs of the organisation – which costs £22 a minute to
run every day and night.
The money will particularly help the
‘hospice at home’ service to provide care
for cancer sufferers in their own home,
provided by staff operating from outlying
bases in Louth, Grantham, and Boston.
Said Ward Manager Sue Carter: “The
teams who go out as part of our Hospice
at Home scheme need constant supplies
of all kinds of consumables, without
which they wouldn’t be able to provide a
service to people in their own homes.”
The St Barnabas in-patient unit on Lincoln’s Nettleham Road has 11 beds and
flats in which patients’ relatives can stay.
“That’s a vital part of our service,” said
Sue. “Looking after the patients in our
care is about far more than medical treatment; it’s about wellbeing too, of patients
and their families. They come to us at a
very difficult time in their lives, and we
must care for them all.”
“It’s not the medical equipment people

Our donation helps
hospice provide service
from bases in Grantham,
Louth, and Boston
remember, but the complementary therapy. They remember the cakes we offer,
the massages, and the way the staff look
after them.”
Community Fundraiser Rebecca Hooton
said St Barnabas Hospice services covered the whole of Lincolnshire and beyond. “Supporting that financially is a
constant task. We are extremely grateful
to those who take part in mass participation events, for donations like this one
from the Freemasons, and for the work
done by the large numbers of volunteer
‘back of house’ people who contribute to
non-clinical tasks. Without them we
would struggle.”
Provincial Charity Steward Pete Tong
said: “The hospice movement provides a
service which touches everyone’s life at
one point or another. Few of us don’t
know, or know of, someone who has
been helped, and that’s why Freemasonry
continues to support it. Over the years
our charity the MCF has provided more
than £13.4m to hospices – all of it freely
given by Freemasons themselves.”
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London lodge
helps to develop
cleethorpes
lifeboat station
Charity donations from a London
lodge have ‘come home’ in memory of
a former Bengal Lancer whose
recruitment efforts have populated it
with members from Lincolnshire.

He was Scunthorpe man Bill Hughes;
his lodge Yeatman Biggs, which meets at
Metropolitan Grand Lodge. Last year its
Master was Geoff Garrard-Hughes from
Barton, whose chosen charity was the
RNLI. He said: “We meet only four times
a year, and we have a membership of about
20, but we managed to raise £500.
“Bill did sterling work in recruiting
members, and as a result half our members
are from Lincolnshire, and that’s why I
thought it fitting to choose a Lincolnshire
RNLI station to present my cheque.”
The beneficiary was Cleethorpes Lifeboat
station, and the money will be used to help
to build the resort a new station on the

beach, where two inshore rescue boats will
be housed. There’s also a Masonic
connection with the lifeboat station; crew
member Steve Austin is a member of The
Lodge of Old Clee – and Barton member
Geoff is not only a member of the Lodge
of Established Order but also Second
Principal of St Matthew Chapter, and a
member of St Matthew Mark Lodge.
The Yeatman Biggs Lodge was founded by
the Bengal Lancers in 1897 in Calcutta for
Sir Yeatman Biggs, and was brought over
to the UK in 1970. Bro Bill Hughes had
been a member of the Regiment, and
passed away last Christmas.

silver Line shares
christmas message

A charity launched by Esther
Rantzen gave 2,000 isolated and
lonely older people a small gift and
a Christmas card from The Silver
Line thanks to a grant of £7,500
from Freemasons’ charity the MCF.
Dame Esther said: “I know what a
huge difference these gifts will
make, and I am truly grateful to the
Freemasons for making them
possible.”
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crowle members
aim to have stormdamaged building
repaired by July
Crowle’s masonic building could be
back to normal this summer thanks to
lodge members pulling together to
repair damage caused during Storm
Dennis.

That’s when a large tree was blown over,
punching a hole in the wall and
smashing windows. But events to put the
building right have been a real team
effort, says Barrie Graham, Master of
Vermuyden Lodge which meets in the
building. “The first step was to make the Cleanup begins: Crowle members start the cleanup work after Storm Dennis
brought down a tree. Damage to the wall and windows is clearly visible in the
structure safe, which Andy Urry did
top right corner of this picture by Andy Urry, who is in the bottom right.
under the supervision of a structural
engineer appointed by the insurers, with
finished by the end of July at the latest.”
Jamie Moss dealing with the electrical work.
Even though the kitchen was out of action, the building was
“Work to make good the damage to the rear of the building,
soon back in use for Lodge and Chapter meetings, with caterer
predominantly the kitchen, was assessed by the structural
John producing food off-site and re-heating it in what is
engineer and used to produce a schedule of work. The repairs
are being managed by Isle of Axholme Lodge member Duncan normally the cloakroom – before Coronavirus struck!
“It’s a great story showing what Freemasons can achieve when
Pidd, assisted by Tony Askew, Chairman of the Isle of
we pull together in adversity,” added Barrie.
Axholme Masonic Hall Ltd. Our plan is to have the work
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A number of frequently asked questions
about Festival giving, answered by
Provincial Charity Steward Pete Tong.

l What is the easiest way to make a
regular donation to the Festival?
Easiest is to take out a Direct Debit with
MCF either online or using the paper
Direct Debit form. You can spread the
donations over whatever period you like.
l Are there any other advantages to
taking out a Direct Debit with MCF?
MCF will look at how much you are
agreeing to give over the period of the
Direct Debit and award you your
honorific at the start. You don’t have to
wait until the end of your Direct Debit.
It will go towards your Lodge total, and
Gift Aid can be claimed.

l That’s all very well but I can’t
afford to take out a large Direct Debit
and put money in the envelopes too.
That’s fine. Give whatever you can. If
you can’t afford to put your normal
contribution into an envelope, put in
what you can afford. You can always
help with events your lodge is putting
on. Charity is not just about money, it’s
about practical help – which will be
greatly appreciated.

l I’m in three Lodges. Can my Direct
Debit can be allocated to them all?
Not if you set up just one Direct Debit.
That’ll go to just one Lodge. However,
split the amount three ways and you can
take out three Direct Debits naming a
different Lodge in each. Envelope
donations will be credited to the lodge
they’re made at.
l Years ago I set up a Direct Debit
payable to MCF. Will that money go
to the Festival?
No. Those Direct Debits
will continue until you
cancel them. If you
want that donation to
count towards the
Festival you need to
cancel the existing
Debit and set up another
for the Festival. If you
wish to do this you
should contact Bridget
Gialanze in the Relief
Chest department, either
on the telephone at 020
3146 3345 or email
bgialanze@mcf.org.uk

Giving

answers
l I’ve made a donation to the Festival
and got a receipt, but it mentions
Everyday Hero Ltd. Have I sent it to
the wrong place?
Not at all, Everyday Hero is used by
MCF and is perfectly safe. If you have
any concerns about the security of any
payments, get in touch with me or the
Provincial Office. We’ll look into it.
l I don’t agree with honorifics. Why
can’t the money the Province spends
on them go towards the Festival?
There is no cost to the Province for the
honorifics, they’re free.

l If I get one, I don’t want it
presented in Lodge. I don’t want to
wear it either.
Tell your Lodge Secretary you don’t
want it presented in Lodge. He’ll simply
hand it to you. You don’t have to wear it
if you don’t want to. It is for you to
decide, and no-one will criticise you.

l If I want to just give through the
envelope system, can I do that?
Yes. Just make sure you write legibly on
the envelope. Remember someone has to
input your name, address (including
postcode) into the system. And don’t
forget to ‘tick’ the Gift Aid box.
l Some people stick labels on their
envelopes to save having to write it
out every time. Can I do that?
Provided the label has your name and
address on it then that is OK. It is

important though that you have made
the appropriate Gift Aid declaration.
Donations cannot be included for Gift
Aid unless the person using them has
previously ticked a gift aid declaration
on a handwritten envelope slip. MCF’s
advice is to ask all members to fill in
one manually at least once a year.

l If I tick the Gift Aid ‘on this
donation and in the future’ box and
then find I have reached my limit, do
I need to tell MCF to stop claiming?
If you tick the box to include all future
donations, MCF will continue to claim it
until instructed otherwise. You email
reliefchest@mcf.org.uk or telephone
020 3146 3352 if you believe you can no
longer claim Gift Aid.

l I am thinking of doing a sponsored
event. What is the best way to get
people to donate to that?
Set up a sponsored event page on the
Lincolnshire Festival web site page.
That means Freemasons and nonFreemasons alike can donate. Gift Aid
can also be claimed if they fill in all the
details. It’s different from a normal Gift
Aid declaration. If they do it online then
you don’t have to go round collecting
money afterwards.

l What if I have other questions?
Have a word with your Lodge Charity
Steward or Festival Steward. They
should be able to help but if they can’t
they know who to get in touch with.
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Choir calls for
more ladies
to create more
balanced sound

The inaugural meeting of
Lincolnshire Masonic Choir has
been very positive, but there's a
gap – the choir needs more
ladies to achieve a balanced
sound.
Although more than 30 singers
have taken an interest and an
experienced Musical Director has
come forward, a number of issues
were raised that need to be
resolved.
Says organiser Mel Murfin: "There
is no negativity amongst those
interested, and a lot of enthusiasm
for the proposed choir to succeed.
There are half a dozen ladies keen
to participate, but more are needed
to give a balanced sound.
"We appeal to the brethren to
discuss the proposed choir with
their wives and partners, and
encourage them to come to the
next meeting which will be called
once some of the issues are
resolved. A piano accompanist is
also needed – anyone interested
would be welcome to come along to
see what is involved, and that
includes more men who'd like to
sing with us." Mel will happily
provide more details. Email him at
melandsuemurfin@gmail.com
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Will you be framed for Festival fun?
More than £250 was raised for Cruse
Bereavement Care and the #Lincs2025
Festival at the Welland Lodge ladies
night, when David Carter and his wife
Sarah welcomed brethren and guests.
Throughout the night guests were
encouraged to make a donation and
have their picture taken in the 2025
Festival picture frame.
The frame is easily transportable and is

available for your event. Festival
merchandise expert Simon Butler
looks after it, and will arrange for it to
be made available. Contact him on
simon@contourspecialistfabrics.com
David and Sarah Carter were delighted
that over £250 was raised during the
night, during which a four-course meal
was followed by dancing to the
Wrinkly Rockers.

mcF funds training programme
for surgery in africa

Thousands of seriously-ill people in
Africa with no access to surgeons
will be treated thanks to a £50,000
surgical training programme funded
by the Freemasons charity the MCF.
The money will
help to develop
surgeons in Africa,
giving access to
techniques
common in the UK
but not taught on
the continent,
where as many as
17million people
die on the
continent annually
because they have
no access to safe
and affordable
surgery.
The programme is
taking place in
Nigeria under the
leadership of
Professor Robert

Lane, President of the International
Federation of Surgical Colleges. He
said:“We’re really grateful for this
generous grant from Freemasons.
We’re already liaising with the West
African College of Surgeons to
discover where the need is greatest.
Thanks to the Freemasons we’re going
to be able to help save many lives.”
Thirty surgeons and nurses will be
trained, and will treat more than a
thousand surgical patients a year. Dr
David Staples, Chief Exec of UGLE,
said: “As a doctor, I was shocked to
hear 95 per cent of Africa’s population
have almost zero access to surgical
care. with fewer than two surgeons for
every 100,000 people. In the UK we
have around 90 surgeons for every
100,000. This donation will help the
surgeons improve their knowledge and
enable them to take care of the largest
number of people. It’s critically
important that new African surgeons
and nurses are trained, and this
programme is an excellent start.”
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midnight

feasting

Pilgrim Fathers Lodge member Roy Hilton got involved
in a Masonic marathon by not only travelling to the West
Indies for a meeting, but finding when he got there that
the festive board might go on until 4.30am!

He visited Conception Lodge 8346 of Grand Anse, at St.
George in Grenada, where he saw a third degree ceremony,
of which he said: “The ceremony performed by W Bro Taj
Stewart and his officers was polished, and I witnessed no
prompting of the WM and very little to anyone else.”
So far so good; but it was at the festive bard where things
got a little different. Roy explained: “The meeting finished
at around 10.30pm, after which about 30 of us sat down for
the festive board of typical Caribbean delights – grilled fish,
rice’n’peas, breadfruit, grilled chicken and not forgetting the
hot pepper sauce!
“The toasts followed the normal format, save that I was
toasting with a fully-charged glass (more like a bucket) of
finest Grenadian 15-year-old rum. I was ill-prepared for the
expectation that each visiting lodge would reply to the junior
warden. This might be worth mentioning as when visiting a
lodge; you may or may not be expected to make a response!
“After the festive board I enjoyed 90 minutes conversing
with senior and junior brethren alike, all of whom were
thrilled at my presence. Having spent a good 30 minutes
alone chatting with the WM I learned the post festive board
drinks were likely to go on for a number of hours – 4.30am
was mentioned. By now it was 1am, so I decided that
although I would have liked to stay, my head, liver, kidneys,
and countless other body parts would thank me for leaving.”
Roy, whose Freemasonry happens in Boston, clearly enjoyed
his visit, and recommends visiting foreign lodges should the
opportunity arise. (But before you go, you’ll need to check
with your Lodge secretary, who’ll confirm that you’re
proposing to visit a lodge in a recognised constitution).
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The tech can take the VR headset
wearer anywhere in the world
without leaving their home – such
as into Freemasons’ Hall. Mike
takes up the story:

“

Virtual

reality

On social media I started seeing
lots of 360-degree photos viewed
by tilting your phone or moving
your finger you get to see not just
what’s in front of you but
everything around it, up, down, to
the side and even behind.
I am very much into techy stuff but
I don’t own an expensive 360-degree
camera – but I found a phone app called
Google Streetview. In it, guided by dots, you
take a series of pictures of your
surroundings. When you have captured
everything it ‘stitches’ the pictures together
and creates a 360 degree photo.
This was great for sharing 360 photos of our
lodge room on The Lodge of Aveland
Facebook page so others could get a look
around.
The real game changer came when I got a
VR headset. I could pop my phone into it
and open the picture , so the headset wearer
is completely immersed in it. It’s as if they
are in the lodge room with no boundaries;
everywhere they look they see that part of
the room as if they were actually in it.
The idea to use this as a tool for learning
ritual wasn’t immediate – but the answer
had been staring me in the face all along!
I’ve given it a go and found it very helpful.
The latest 360-degree picture I have is the
view from the Master’s chair – as I am
currently learning that role for my
year as Master. It’s great,
feeling as if I’m
actually there,
imagining all

Mike Haynes of the
Lodge of Aveland
uses the latest tech
to see Freemasonry
from a completely
different perspective

the perambulations as I go through each part
of the ceremony.
At a Provincial Comms Workshop, older
brethren to whom I showed the technology
were very impressed with the experience. I
sometimes use it to give some of our newer
members a virtual look at The Grand
Temple at Great Queen Street in the hope of
encouraging them to attend a Quarterly
Communication meeting.
There are many different headsets on the
market. I use a Samsung Gear VR, powered
by Oculus, and I use my old Samsung
Galaxy s8 phone in it. My latest phone is not
compatible with it – that’s something you’ll
have to consider if you decide to immerse
yourself in VR.

“

Mike Haynes is using a new way
to bring Freemasonry to life with
the use of virtual reality
technology.

His Master’s view: The Bourne lodge
room as seen in Mike’s VR headset.
Top: That’s Mike at home on his sofa, and
in the Master’s chair at the same time.
Left: Mike uses VR technology to
invite members to QC meetings at
Grand Lodge by showing them
the inside of the building.

heard
about
learning
from
solomon?

This ‘what’s what’ guide
will help you to explore
even further
The Solomon team has
launched audio files on line
as another way to explore the
resource’s vast database.

It’s been carefully structured to
support a brother through
every stage of his masonic
journey, with tweaked pages
and a changed layout so it’s as
user-friendly as possible. All
resources are now grouped in
categories making it even
easier to navigate.
Available sound files will
appear directly below the
relevant PDF in the form of a
play bar. The first files are:
l The Opening of a Lodge:
An Explanation of some of
its Symbolism
l The Symbolism of the Key
l Perfect Points of my
Entrance
l Crackpots
Exploration still starts with
enrolling. It’s easy to do, but
it’s important to prevent
brethren accidentally straying
into areas they don’t want to
see yet, such as a higher
degree. So why not have a look
today?
Try an interactive quiz or listen
to an audio clip to make your
daily advancement in Masonic
knowledge.
The address is:
https://solomon.ugle.org.uk
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ank you, Welland Lodge

Brigg-based Ancholme Lodge
has given £500 to help sustain
the North Lincolnshire Music
and Drama Festival 2020,
which has been promoting
cultural activities since 1900.
The festival organisers say
“We are extraordinarily
fortunate in this rural area to
have such a long-standing
cultural legacy, so well
respected in the performing arts
world. A good number of our
performers have gone on to forge
professional careers in the arts.” In

industry
Lodge backs
age uK with
£500 gift

Brethren from
Industry Lodge
4662 in Scunthorpe
have given £500 to
Age UK (Lindsey),
whose volunteers
support many members
who struggle with
loneliness and isolation.
The money will be used
to help provide
transport to enable
them to get out and
attend social events.
The money was
presented by Lodge
Master Richard Brady,
Almoner Lawrence
Railton, and Secretary
Les Brewer. Receiving
the cheque is Donna
Murphy (Director of
Operations and
Development) with staff
members, from left,
Elaine Sandon, Rachel
Jolly (at back) and Julie
Shaw.

Welland Lodge members from
Spalding have given donations to
two charities. Colin Ward (left) and
Steve Watson donated £500 to
Carole Hughes, a joint founder of the
Anna’s Hope Charity.
Anna’s Hope is the east of England’s
leading brain tumour charity
committed to giving hope and
support to children and young people

the picture WM David Hurst (right)
presents a cheque for £500 to
Festival Chairman Tom Glossop
(centre), accompanied by Charity
Steward Trevor Mason.

in the region with brain tumours.
The charity is inspired by Anna
Olivia Hughes, who tragically died
from a brain tumour aged only three
years and eight months old.
The charity was set up by Anna’s
parents Rob and Carole Hughes,
along with her godparents in October
2006.
Carole said: "Thank you, Welland
Lodge. It was a pleasure to receive a
cheque for £500 from Welland
Lodge secretary, Steve Watson and
Anna's Hope patron Colin Ward.
Every penny will go to supporting
children with a brain tumour."
l MEANWHILE, Welland Lodge
Almoner Duncan Wells has
presented a cheque for £500 from the
Lincolnshire’s New Provincial
Benevolent Fund to Christine
Robbins, Coordinator of the
Lincolnshire Branch of the British
Sjogren's Syndrome Association
along with his wife Gillian who is a
member of the Asociation.
The donation will be used to further
the ongoing investigation into the
cause and treatment of Sjogren's
syndrome – an autoimmune disease
that effects various parts of the body.
It is often first noticed by people
suffering from a dryness to the
mouth and eyes, gritty feeling to the
eyes, and skin irritation with no
obvious signs. For more information
go to www.bssa.uk.net. or the BSSA
helpline 0121 478 1133.

Almost fifty people attended a ‘Freemasonry first’ in Grimsby
when £6,000 of New Provincial Benevolent Fund cheques were
presented by Pelham Pillar, Smyth, Astral, Apollo, St James, St
Peter, and Wellow Abbey Lodges.
Mike Garner, Charity Steward at St James Lodge, said: “The joint
arrangement was intended to promote publicity for Freemasonry
and our essential charitable work; as well as raising the profiles of
those charities accepting cheques.
“This was the first time local Lodges joined forces in this type of
project, and there is a strong will to turn it into an annual event. I
“I wish to mention the contribution of Mike Kelly of Astral Lodge,
without whose direction the event would not have happened, and
Keith Appleton, also of Astral, and Barry Kendall of Smyth Lodge
for their input on the day.”
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hermes helps family
make a clean start

Louth-based Hermes Lodge has
given £500 to Louth Churches
for Refugees to help a refuge
family to settle in the town.
Lodge Master Harjit Bains gave
the funds to the charity’s John
Troughton, who said: “This
generous donation will enable
us to provide a much-needed
washing machine for a refugee
family settling in the town.”
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Turn to technology
to keep in touch

Grantham-based Chris Watkin from Doric Lodge has
produced a video tutorial to explain how to use an online tool
that allows people to keep in touch without being in the same
toom. The tool is called Zoom, and the tutorial can be found
at: https://youtu.be/mWpBt1jmkbg
l A word of warning: don’t use it for rehearsals or Lodges of
Instruction, or to demonstrate the ‘choreography’ of our
ceremonies. UGLE has reminded us that such work should
be done only when members are together in the same
properly-tyled Lodge room.
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cancer support group gets cash
from scunthorpe members

Members of St Lawrence Lodge in Scunthorpe have given
Brigg & District Breast Cancer Support Group a £750
donation from the New Provincial Benevolent Fund.
The group was founded 15 years ago by Angie Benson, its
current Chair. It was set up to offer support, advice and
friendship to breast cancer patients and their families and
friends. Its aim is to provide a comfortable environment
to socialise and share a common bond, and each month
the group tries to offer something different that is
interesting and enjoyable to members, such as a speaker,
demonstration or quiz. All those who do help in the running
of the group do so voluntarily.
The group meets on the third Tuesday of the month in the
ballroom at the Angel Suite, Brigg, and has set up a referral
system for the breast cancer nurses at Scunthorpe Hospital to

Feeling lost and alone after
a year of treatment for
breast cancer Scunthorpe
woman Joanne Sowerby
and a couple of friends got
together and created
Bosom Family Support
– and it’s now more than a
support group. It has its
own drop-in centre called
Hope House, has developed
a support network for the children of breast cancer sufferers,
which it calls Life Rafts, and has formed the Bosom Belles
Choir. This has been achieved because of significant demand,
and Hope House is now busy almost daily, with activities,
advice, and counselling being offered.
The organisation generates its own funds, but is also grateful
for donations like the one presented on behalf of The Lodge of
St John in Scunthorpe by WM Barry Bradshaw, which was
accepted by Joanne.

use for anyone they think would benefit from a cheque from
the group to go towards the cost of their wig.
Membership stands at around 45 people from Scunthorpe,
Brigg and the surrounding villages, with about 25 attending
the monthly meeting.

special call to
chaplains in the
province

The Acting Provincial
Grand Chaplain asks that
all Lodge Chaplains liaise
with their Almoners at this
time of uncertainty and
confusion, in order to look
out for the spiritual and
physical welfare of their
members.

l MASONIC LINCS is grateful
for all your cheque presentation
pictures. We regret there isn’t
room to publish them all, but we
will make every effort to share
them on the Provincial web site
page dedicated to them.
MAY 2020
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CURIOUS AB
BOUT HYBRID?
Getting behind the whe
h el is a revelation.
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